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Editorial 


F rom  the  F aim  Sunday  F eace  F arade 
to  P eacemalcing /^mong  the  [Redwoods 


A delightful  surprise  came  my  way  when  I decided  to  attend  the  Palm  Sunday 
Peace  Parade  in  Pasadena,  CA.  Instead  of  parking  behind  Orange  Grove 
Meetinghouse,  I parked  in  front  and  walked  along  Orange  Grove  Boulevard  to- 
wards the  Memorial  Lutheran  Church,  the  starting  point  for  the  parade.  To  my 
surprise  and  delight,  I saw  a colorful  mural  (see  cover)  with  the  famous  quotation 
from  Quaker  founder  George  Fox,  “Walk  Cheerfully  Over  the  Earth  Answering 
That  of  God  in  Everyone.”  This  also  happens  to  be  the  theme  of  this  summer’s 
North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting’s  annual  session:  see  p.  22). 

The  mural  was  designed  by  Anita  Williams,  with  help  from  Gary  Bagwell 
and  others.  Raised  a Quaker  by  Quaker  parents  in  Ann  Arbor,  MI,  Anita  studied 
fine  arts  and  worked  as  a freelance  muralist  and  set  designer.  According  to  Anita, 
the  idea  for  the  mural  was  proposed  by  Dorothea  Harrington,  a senior  member  of 
Orange  Grove  Meeting  who  loves  art  and  often  arranges  Quaker  art  shows  for  the 
AFSC  and  other  venues.  The  Meeting  responded  enthusiastically  to  Dorothea’s 
idea.  After  a lengthy  process  of  discernment  in  the  manner  of  Friends,  Anita  was 
asked  to  submit  a design. 

“The  style  of  the  mural  is  reminiscent  of  WPA  [Works  Progress  Administra- 
tion] paintings  that  you  see  in  post  offices,”  explains  Anita.  “The  coloration  is 
influenced  by  California  artists.  I used  Quaker  symbols,  like  the  animals  from  the 
Peaceable  Kingdom,  with  the  San  Gabriel  mountains  as  a background.  The  mu- 
ral also  reflects  the  cultural  and  racial  diversity  of  our  region.” 

Orange  Grove  Meeting  approved  the  design,  and  work  began  in  2003.  It  took 
six  months  to  complete  since  most  of  the  work  was  done  on  weekends.  Children 
as  well  as  adults  took  part  in  the  painting. 

“People  walking  by  would  come  and  talk  and  show  their  artwork,”  recalls 
Anita.  “It  was  magical.” 

I have  never  seen  a better  artistic  expression  of  the  Quaker  spirit  here  in  south- 
ern California.  I will  cherish  this  image  as  I head  to  Pennsylvania,  where  the  sun 
doesn’t  shine  quite  so  brightly  and  earth  tones  prevail. 

The  image  of  a child  gazing  towards  the  mountains  seemed  fitting  for  an 
issue  devoted  to  Ben  Lomond  Quaker  Center  and  Friends’  schools.  These  institu- 
tions have  helped  instill  Quaker  values  in  both  Quaker  and  non-Quaker  children. 

This  spring  I led  my  first  workshop  at  Ben  Lomond  Quaker  Center  (QC), 
where  15  participants  took  part  in  a workshop  entitled  “Interfaith  Peacemaking.” 
I’m  pleased  to  report  that  a good  time  was  had  by  all! 

QC  is  located  in  a beautiful  setting,  a hillside  covered  by  redwoods  not  far 
from  Santa  Cruz,  CA.  The  workshop  took  place  in  Orchard  Lodge,  which  has  a 
kitchen  and  a wood  stove,  and  is  conveniently  situated  next  door  to  the  sleeping 
quarters.  It  was  fun  to  sit  around  the  wood  stove,  sipping  tea,  reading  books  and 
engaging  in  friendly  conversations.  Because  our  hosts  Gretta  and  Jacob  Stone  are 
both  musicians,  we  had  a sing-along  on  Saturday  night  that  included  everything 
from  “Amazing  Grace”  to  “Uncle  Walter  Goes  Dancing  with  Bears.” 

Our  meetings  for  learning  and  worship  took  place  in  the  aptly  named  “Casa 
de  Luz,”  a marvelous  circular  building  higher  up  on  the  hillside,  with  floor-to- 
ceiling  windows  providing  a gorgeous  view  of  the  trees  and  the  valley  below. 

I hope  you  have  the  chance  someday  to  attend  a workshop  at  QC,  or  just 
spend  a day  or  two  sojourning  there.  I can  think  of  no  better  place  to  hang  out 
with  f/Friends,  commune  with  the  Spirit  and  experience  the  deep  sense  of  inner 
peace  that  comes  from  being  among  the  redwoods. 
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New  directors 
at  £)en  Lomond  Quale  er  (Lenten 

Jacob  and(jretta  5tone 

"Not  T oo  Serious”  H riends 


What  drew  you  to  Quaker  Center ? What  previous  experience 
with  Friends  and  Friends’  organization  helped  prepare  you  for 
this  new  role ? 

We  came  to  Quaker  Center  to  experience  a final  op- 
portunity for  full-immersion  Quaker  service  before  settling 
into  retirement.  As  long-time  members  of  Doylestown 
Meeting  in  Philadelphia  Yearly  Meeting,  we  served  in  many 
capacities  in  our  monthly,  quarterly  and  yearly  meetings.  We 
have  also  been  Friends  General  Conference  (FGC)  couples 


fy 


enrichment  lead- 
ers for  the  past 
twelve  years,  and 
have  led  many 
couples  enrichment 
retreats  throughout  the  US.  In  the  year 
before  we  came  to  Quaker  Center  we  served  as  Friends  in 
Residence  at  Chena  Ridge  Friends  Meeting,  in  Fairbanks, 
Alaska.  Also,  Gretta  worked  for  many  years  for  two  Phila- 
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delphia-based  Quaker  organizations:  Friends  General  Con- 
ference and  Friends  Journal. 

One  of  our  greatest  joys  in  the  service  of  our  monthly 
meeting  was  working  with  young  people  in  First-Day  School, 
which  we  did  for  many  years.  The  friendships  that  we  de- 
veloped with  young  people  and  their  parents  have  endured 
through  the  years,  and  we  have  been  thrilled  to  see  these 
children  grow  into  honorable  adults,  many  of  whom  remain 
active  Friends.  It  is  one  of  our  most  important  legacies. 

Another  important  road  in  our  Quaker  journey  has  been 
our  steady  attendance  over  the  last  twenty-five  years  at  the 
FGC  Gathering.  During  this  time  we  have  developed  many, 
many  close  friendships  with  people  whom  we  may  only  see 
during  that  one  week  each  year,  but  whose  friendship  is  very 
precious  to  us.  The  Gath- 
ering is  a Quaker 
Brigadoon,  an  intentional 
community  that  springs  up 
once  a year  and  provides 
great  sustenance  to  its 
members.  It  is  also  the 
“village  square”  of  liberal 
Quakerism,  where  the 
leading  edges  of  Quaker- 
ism are  introduced,  la- 
bored with,  challenged 
and  molded.  The  future  of 
unprogrammed  Quaker- 
ism is  at  least  partially 
shaped  at  the  Gathering 
each  year,  and  it  thrills  us 
to  be  part  of  that. 

What  has  been  the  most  chal- 
lenging part  of  your  job  so 
far ? What  do  you  see  as  the 
biggest  challenge  for  Quaker 
Center  in  the  upcoming  years'? 

There  are  several  exciting  and  interesting  aspects  of  our 
work  here  at  Quaker  Center.  First  and  foremost,  we  have 
met  many  wonderful  friends  and  Friends,  and  we  feel  more 
completely  connected  to  the  world  of  Friends  for  this  expe- 
rience. 

It  has  been  interesting  to  try  to  “take  the  pulse”  of  Quak- 
erism in  the  West  so  that  we  can  develop  programs  that 
address  the  issues  that  are  impacting  us.  We  have  tried  our 
utmost  to  make  Quaker  Center’s  programs  address  the  is- 
sues we  have  encountered  in  this  assessment.  The  pro- 
grams we  have  developed  and  are  developing  include 
clerking,  ecology  issues,  nontheism  and  religious  natural- 
ism, spiritual  self-assessment,  Convergent  Friends,  Quak- 
ers and  class,  storytelling  as  a spiritual  discipline,  and  Quaker 


meetings  as  intentional  communities.  We  hope  and  believe 
that  these  address  the  ideas  and  issues  that  are  part  of  the 
western  Quaker  conversation. 

Another  exciting  part  of  our  work  relates  to  the  groups 
to  whom  we  rent  Quaker  Center.  Many  of  them  are  doing 
important  work  for  social  justice,  and  we  are  excited  to  be 
able  to  serve  as  a resource  for  them.  We  hope  to  expand  this 
function,  and  serve  as  a “hothouse”  for  new  and  small  nor- 
mative groups  that  are  working  in  ways  that  support  Friends’ 
testimonies  and  the  mission  of  Quaker  Center. 

Quaker  Center  also  serves  as  a center  for  retreat  and 
renewal  for  individuals,  families  and  groups,  and  we  are 
pleased  to  be  able  to  offer  this.  The  natural  beauty  of  this 
environment  has  helped  many  people  find  renewed  energy 

for  their  work, 
l and  we  believe 
I that  a ministry  of 
| hospitality  here  at 
I Quaker  Center  is 
I an  important  part 
I of  our  work. 

And  perhaps 
| the  most  exciting 
I part  of  our  work  is 
I the  summer 
| camping  pro- 
I grams  for  young 
I people.  When  we 
I can  teach  young 
I people  about 
I practical  Quaker- 
I ism  as  it  applies  to 
I living  in  commu- 
* nity,  that  is  per- 
haps our  most  im- 
portant and  re- 
warding task.  We 
have  been  able  to  offer  these  young  people  opportunities  for 
fun,  companionship  and  intentional  community  based  on 
Friends’  testimonies,  and  we  believe  that  we  are  helping  to 
build  the  future  of  Quakerism  with  these  camps. 

What  surprised  you  when  you  came  out  to  this  area  ? How  are 
California  Friends  dijferent fom  what  you  are  used  to  elsewhere ? 

Quaker  Center,  and  in  fact  all  organizations  that  serve 
Friends,  are  likely  to  face  several  challenges  in  the  coming 
years.  Here  at  Quaker  Center  we  see  a need  to  connect  and 
partner  with  other  constituencies  in  the  social  justice  and 
restorative  work  that  we  support.  The  Friends  community 
is  a small  one,  and  the  graying  of  this  community  is  a signal 
that  we  must  work  hard  to  attract  young  Friends  and  young 
adult  Friends  to  be  full  participants  in  witnessing  our  faith. 
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We  also  have  the  ongoing  challenge  of  assuring  our  con- 
tinued relevance  to  all  of  our  constituencies,  and  offering 
programs  and  other  supports  that  address  current  issues  in 
Quakerism  and  in  society.  Any  religious  discipline  must 
always  be  alert  to  the  possibility  of  sliding  into  irrelevance, 
and  one  of  our  ongoing  challenges  is  to  continue  being  alert 
to  real  issues  and  topics.  Among  other  approaches  to  this, 
we  regularly  attend  Friends’  gatherings,  read  the  three  ma- 
jor Friends’  magazines,  and  speak  informally  with  guests  at 
Quaker  Center.  We  have  also  done  a survey  to  determine 
what  sorts  of  programming  would  be  of  most  interest  to 
Friends,  and  we  will  probably  initiate  a survey  every  year  or 
so. 

Another  challenge  that 
we  (and  any  Friends  orga- 
nization) face  is  the  issue  of 
financial  management  that 
honors  Friends’  testimo- 
nies. Rightly-ordered 
stewardship  of  our  re- 
sources mandates  that  we 
be  conservative  and  re- 
sponsible with  them,  but  a 
countervailing  and  equally 
compelling  leading  is  to 
courageously  employ  our 
resources  in  the  service  of 
our  testimonies.  Friends 
have  confronted  this  chal- 
lenge for  350  years,  and  it 
is  an  important  crucible  in 
which  we  can  test  and  hone 
our  leadings. 

What  surprised  you  when  you 
came  out  to  this  area?  How  are  California  Friends  different from 
what  you  are  used  to  elsewhere? 

Since  we  have  traveled  widely  among  Friends  for  35 
years  we  were  not  surprised  by  much  when  we  arrived  here. 
We  have  observed  a strong  sense  of  independence  here,  per- 
haps traced  back  to  the  Beanite  influence.  We  have  been 
interested  that  PYM  has  not  affiliated  with  FGC  or  FUM, 
and  we  have  been  interested  to  find  that  there  is  a compara- 
tively large  number  of  worship  groups  and  preparative  meet- 
ings in  the  west,  both  in  PYM  and  NPYM. 

You  are  both  very  entertaining  musicians , and  your  CD  Not  Too 
Serious  is  delightful.  Can  you  say  something  about  your  work/play 
as  musicians , and  how  this  might  affect  your  work  as  directors  of 
Quaker  Center?  Do  you  see  music  as  an  important  component  of 
Quakerism  and perhaps  of  future  programs  at  Quaker  Center? 

Your  question  about  our  musical  lives  is  an  interesting 


one,  and  we  are  pleased  to  respond  to  it.  We  believe  that 
music  is  an  immensely  effective  community-builder,  a way 
to  bring  people  together  and  help  them  bond.  Friends’  or- 
ganizations can  use  this  as  effectively  as  any  organization, 
Friends’  historic  aversion  to  music  notwithstanding.  Among 
small  groups  music  can  bring  that  group  to  a centered  place 
in  wonderful  ways.  As  a couple  we  take  great  joy  in  con- 
necting with  each  other  regularly  by  singing  and  playing  by 
ourselves,  for  ourselves. 

There  are  other  aspects  of  music  of  which  Friends 
should  be  aware.  Music  has  power  to  call  forth  vast  re- 
serves of  awe  and  wonder,  and  can  be  as  meaningful  as 
any  more  manifestly  religious  endeavor.  Great  songs  have 

the  power  to 
change  our  think- 
ing about  a social 
issue,  and  they  can 
be  doorways  to 
new  insights  about 
our  testimonies. 
We  should  all  be 
attentive  to  the 
power  of  music  to 
help  us  find  the  di- 
vine. 

And  there  is 
one  more  benefit  to 
music:  it  can  be  a lot 
of  fun.  Music  can 
help  us  relax,  look  at 
ourselves  in  new 
ways,  laugh  a bit, 
and  in  general 
learn  not  to  take 
ourselves  too  seri- 
ously. We  have  been  delighted  that  liberal  Quakerism 
has  embraced  music  so  strongly,  and  we  see  this  as  a 
rightly-ordered  direction.  The  change  in  this  in  the  past 
century  has  been  one  of  Quakerism’s  great  accomplish- 
ments, and  we  are  pleased  to  play  even  a minuscule  part 
in  it. 

In  regard  to  the  question  of  music  at  Quaker  Center, 
we  very  much  want  to  continue  welcoming  music  here. 
We  have  often  led  sing-alongs  or  performed  at  events 
here,  and  we  have  hosted  a community  singing  group  here. 
We  have  arranged  for  Annie  and  Peter  Blood-Patterson, 
authors  of  Rise  Up  Singing , to  do  a singing  weekend  here 
on  August  15-17,  including  an  instructional  workshop 
on  leading  group  singing,  so  that  others  can  take  those 
skills  back  to  their  meetings  and  other  groups.  We  have 
also  arranged  for  renowned  singer-songwriter  Anne  Hills 
to  do  a Songwriting  for  Social  Justice  workshop  in  2010. 
So,  we  hope  to  keep  the  energy  of  music  flourishing  here. 
We  believe  it  is  an  important  part  of  our  work.  □ 
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f"  caching 
Quale  er  Values 
at  the 

,3an  Y rancisco 
Y riends  School 

by  Chris  Mohr 

San  Francisco  (CA)  Meeting 


A buddy  invites  a ten-  or  eleven-year-old  boy  to  walk 
out  on  the  ice  at  the  edge  of  Long  Island  Sound.  They  go  a 
mile  or  more  downshore.The  boy’s  mother  is  frantic,  search- 
ing for  him  in  the  neighborhood,  calling  out,  little  knowing 
her  son  was  on  the  ice.  He  comes  back  home  and  she  scolds 
him  for  being  away.  She  asks  where  he’s  been,  and  he  ex- 
plains, and  he  begins  to  realize — if  only  now,  years  later — 
how  dangerous  his  walk  had  been,  and  how  scared  his  mother 
is. 

A young  teenager — perhaps  14  or  15 — is  sitting  in  his 
bedroom  at  2 in  the  morning,  waiting  for  his  friend  to  come 
by  in  his  father’s  car,  which  he  is  illicitly  driving  in  the  middle 
of  the  night.  The  teen  falls  asleep,  his  friend  comes  by  but 
sees  no  response,  so  he  goes  on  his  way.  He  gets  in  an  acci- 
dent, is  caught,  and  gets  grounded  for  underage  driving.  The 
sleepy  teenager  doesn’t  tell  anyone  that  he  was  planning  to 
go  on  the  joyride,  too,  until  years  later  when  he  confesses  to 
his  mother. 

These  are  stories  from  an  annual  series  of  workshops 
held  at  the  San  Francisco  Friends  School  on  the  Quaker 
testimonies.  As  I hope  these  brief  stories  illustrate,  these 
workshops  have  succeeded  not  just  in  building  awareness  of 
Quaker  values  and  testimonies,  but  they  also  have  provided 
experiential  learning  of  Quakerism  through  worship  shar- 
ing and  getting  to  know  one  another  in  “that  which  is  eter- 
nal.” 

For  five  years  now,  members  of  San  Francisco  Monthly 
Meeting  have  been  organizing  workshops  on  Quaker  values 
and  testimonies,  as  well  as  introductory  sessions  on  Quak- 
erism. In  addition  to  the  intellectual  content  provided,  these 
have  become  an  important  relationship-building  exercise 
within  the  school  community  as  well  as  between  the  school 
and  the  Meeting. 

The  testimonies  workshops  have  been  organized  accord- 
ing to  the  SPICES  mnemonic — ’’simplicity,  peace,  integ- 


San Francisco  Friends  School  opened  its  doors  to  two  kindergarten 
classes  in  the  fall  of 2002,  and  now  enrolls  255  students  in  kinder- 
garten through  5th  grade.  As  the  school  moves  to  its  new  home  in  the 
Mission  neighborhood  it  will  expand  to  become  a K-8  of  over  400 
students.  It  was  started  by  a group  of  Bay  Area  residents  who  share 
a vision  of  a K-8  coeducational  independent  school  that  combines 
outstanding  academics  with  Quaker  values  of  simplicity,  integrity, 
mutual  respect,  and peaceful problem-solving.  Founders  of  the  school 
include  parents,  educators,  business  people,  and  volunteers.  For  more 
information,  go  to  http://www.sjfriendsschool.org. 

rity,  community,  equality,  stewardship.”  This  formula  is 
loosely  adapted  from  the  organization  of  testimonies  origi- 
nally presented  by  Howard  Brinton  in  Friends for 300  Years. 
While  we  recognized  this  formula  shortchanges  the  history 
and  depth  of  the  testimonies,  they  provided  a handy  frame- 
work within  which  to  talk  about  Quaker  history  and  theol- 
ogy with  dozens  of  non-Quaker  parents  and  educators  in 
the  school. 

Through  the  workshops,  parents  learn  not  just  about 
the  history  and  present  practices  of  the  testimonies,  they 
also  hear  from  teachers  and  administrators  how  they  are 
applied  in  the  day-to-day  life  of  the  school.  Teachers  learn 
more  about  the  individual  experiences  and  feelings  of  the 
parents.  The  workshops  have  provided  a safe  space  for  what 
has  frequently  been  deep  sharing  about  our  deepest  values, 
investigating  the  meaning  of  family,  of  parenting,  of  teach- 
ing, and  of  community. 

The  workshops  were  the  inspiration  of  Patty  McCormac, 
a parent  with  a student  in  the  inaugural  class  at  the  school. 
Under  the  auspices  of  the  Parent  Education  Committee  of 
the  Parents  Association,  Patty,  John  Helding  (a  meeting 
member  now  sojourning  with  Lopez  Island,  WA,  worship 
group),  and  I put  together  an  agenda  combining  commu- 
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nity-building,  lecture,  question  and  answer,  and  worship 
sharing.  This  has  proved  to  be  a powerful  format  for  intel- 
lectual, emotional,  experiential,  and  spiritual  learning.  I have 
definitely  learned  many  lessons  that  I have  been  able  to  bring 
into  San  Francisco  Meeting  and  even  into  my  own  work  as 
an  affordable  housing  advocate. 

The  first  three  years,  we  held  five  to  six  workshops.  This 
was  starting  to  be  foo  much,  especially  as  the  school  ex- 
panded and  the  community  grew  busier.  Starting  in  the  2006- 
2007  school  year,  we  organized  just  two  workshops.  How- 


ever, in  the  same  period,  the  school  began  a community- 
wide, in-depth  examination  of  one  testimony  per  year.  Last 
year  it  was  stewardship;  this  year  it  is  integrity.  The  Quaker 
values  that  underlie  the  school  have  thus  received  increasing 
attention  over  the  years  as  the  result  of  Patty’s  original  in- 
spiration. □ 

CHRIS  Mohr  is  a member  of  San  Francisco  Monthly  Meeting, 
where  he  is  currently  clerk.  His  two  sons  attend  the  Friends  School, 
and  he  is  a former  school  trustee. 


Y riends  Western  School 
in  Y asadena,  CIA 

by  Anthony  Manousos 

Santa  Monica  (CA)  Friends  Meeting 


Friends  Western  School  was  started  in  2002  by  Robin 
Durant,  a member  of  Orange  Grove  Meeting,  as  an  experiment 
in  applying  Quaker  principles  to  education.  As  its  flyer  ex- 
plains, “we  are  K-6  Quaker  school  dedicated  to  educating  the  mind,  body 
and  spirit  of  each  child.” 

“We  began  with  two  students,”  recalled  Robin.  “Now  we  have  15-25 
kids.” 

I noted  that  Friends  Western  School  is  like  the  old-fashioned  one-room 
schoolhouse. 

“Actually  we  have  two  rooms,”  replied  Robin.  “But  you’re  right.  In  our 
school,  as  in  the  old  one-room  schoolhouse,  the  older  kids  care  for  the 
younger  ones.  Grade  separation  is  unnatural.  In  real  life  we  don’t  separate 
people  by  age.” 

Friends  Western  School  has  high  ideals.  Its  mission  is  to: 

• Awaken  a love  of  learning  in  each  child  while  promoting  academic 
excellence 

• Prepare  students  to  use  their  knowledge  with  creativity  and  compas- 
sion 

• Practice  and  teach  the  Quaker  values  of  harmony,  simplicity,  integrity, 
community  and  equality. 

The  mission  of  the  school  is  based  on  the  Quaker  belief  that  there  is 
more  to  education  than  simply  passing  standardized  tests.  As  its  website 
affirms:  “Our  teachers  are  committed  to  developing  all  aspects  of  a child’s 
intelligence  and  to  balancing  direct  instruction  with  discovery  so  that  educa- 
tion becomes  intrinsically  rewarding.” 

Living  up  to  these  high  ideals  isn’t  always  easy,  confesses  Robin. 
“Sometimes  parents  come  with  unrealistic  expectations,”  she  explains. 
“They  think  that  because  we’re  a Quaker  school,  their  kids  won’t  have 
conflicts.  Kids  are  very  emotional  and  they  always  have  conflicts.  We  try  to 
teach  them  to  resolve  their  conflicts  in  a peaceful  way.” 

Friends  Western  School  is  under  the  care  of  the  Orange  Grove  Meeting. 
Robin  is  resigning  as  director  after  six  years  of  service.  The  school  is 
currently  looking  for  a new  director.  For  more  information  see  notice  on  p.  23 
or  go  to  www.friendswesternschool.org. 
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Kaleidoscope  of 
Activities: 

Wellsp  rings 
Y riends 

of  Portland,  OK 

by  Dennis  Hoerner,  Head 

Wellsprings  Friends  School 


Wellsprings  Friends  School  is  an  alternative,  nonresi- 
dential  high  school  in  our  fourteenth  year.  We  intentionally 
focus  on  activities  and  exposure  as  powerful  routes  to  learn- 
ing for  our  student  body,  most  of  whom  are  not  college- 
bound.  So  far,  2008  has  been  a delightfully  busy  year,  with 
many  field  trips  taken  by  individual  classes  and  the  many  guest 
presenters  whom  teachers  invite  to  their  classes. 

Mid-January  saw  a unique  “benefit  concert”  for  our 
school  which  was  held  at  a local  music  and  meeting  venue, 
Cozmic  Pizza  (all  organic!).  Two  professional  bands  were 
featured,  in  each  of  which  some  of  our  teachers  are  mem- 
bers. But  the  highlights  of  the  evening  were  performances 
by  student  singer/songwriters,  an  alumni  rap  duo,  spoken 
word  performers,  and  others. 

In  early  February,  a once-a-week  class  on  “Peace  and 
Justice  Issues”  began.  On  the  long  Presidents’  Day  week- 
end, six  students  from  the  class  participated  in  an  Alterna- 
tives to  Violence  (AVP)  workshop  organized  by  members 
of  the  local  Meeting. 

Several  guests  have  spoken  with  the  class  on  topics  as 
varied  as  nonviolent  civil  disobedience,  school  shootings,  and 
human  rights  problems  in  the  mental  health  system.  Peg 
Morton,  an  activist  known  to  readers  of  Friends  Bulletin , 
talked  with  the  class  about  the  roots  of  her  personal  convic- 
tions and  described  her  involvement  in  work  to  shut  down 
the  School  of  the  Americas — including  her  prison  time  for 
“crossing  the  line.” 

Also  in  early  February,  many  of  our  students  and  teach- 
ers joined  the  800+  volunteers  from  the  community  at  Project 
Homeless  Connect.  This  event  is  a one-day  gathering  of 
service  providers  in  the  Lane  County  Fairgrounds  Building 
to  offer  “one-stop”  help  to  the  area’s  homeless  population. 
On  February  12th,  there  was  an  all-school  presentation  on 
“The  Cultures  of  India.”  Bhavani  Manheim,  a retired  an- 
thropologist and  member  of  the  Eugene  Friends  Meeting, 
focused  on  “the  history  and  the  social,  religious,  and  aes- 
thetic significance  of  the  saree”  in  the  different  regions  of 
India.  Two  days  later,  the  school  made  an  excursion  to  the 
Cascade  mountains  for  a chance  to  play  in  the  snow. 

On  Leap  Day,  parents  of  an  alumnus  held  a benefit  dinto 


support  AVP  workshops  and  Healing  and  Rebuilding  Our 
Communities  programs.  The  students  gave  their  rapt  at- 
tention to  his  presentation,  which  also  included  illustrative 
exercises  using  student  volunteers. 

As  I write  we  are  about  to  go  on  spring  break.  After  we 
get  back,  we’ll  be  focusing  on  two  of  the  most  important 
public  events  in  the  year:  our  fourth  annual  Free  “Sale”  and 
seventh  annual  Peace  and  Justice  Festival.  To  be  held  this 
year  on  April  19th,  the  Free  ‘Sale’  is  like  a yard  sale  where 
donated  items  from  clothes  to  clothes  dryers  may  be  avail- 
able— all  absolutely  free!  Prior  to  the  event,  we  notify  local 
agencies  who  work  with  lower  income  families,  though  any- 
one is  welcome.  The  Peace  and  Justice  Festival  will  take 
place  for  a half-day  at  the  school  on  Saturday,  May  3rd.  In 
all  we  do,  we  try  to  interweave  SPICES:  the  Quaker  testi- 
monies of  simplicity,  peace,  integrity,  community,  equality, 
and  stewardship.  □ 


Friendly  Responses 


Dear  Editor:  I’m  a walker,  and  to  me  there’s  pretty  much 
nothing  more  sacred  than  walking.  And  so  I enjoyed  t 
Friends  Bulletins  focus  on  this  subject  last  issue  (March 
08).  However,  I was  appalled  by  the  demeaning  state- 
ment in  Brandon  Wilson’s  article:  “Once  in  Serbia,  our 
bicycle  path  morphed  into  roads  with  more  bulges  than 
a fat  lady  in  Spandex.”  How  insulting  and  degrading 
to  women  and  anyone  other-than-skinny!  — Donna 
Eyestone,  Berkeley  (CA)  Meeting. 

Dear  Editor:  First  Timothy  1:10  reads:  “These  laws  are  for 
people  who  are  sexually  immoral,  for  homosexuals  and  slave 
traders...”  “Coming  Out  for  Christ — the  spiritual  journey 
of  Joe  Franko”  ( FB , March  ‘08)  reflects  all  that  is  right  and 
wrong  with  Friends  unprogrammed  meeting.  I am  nearly  as 
old  as  Joe,  with  my  share  of  life  experiences.  As  an  attender 
of  Salem  Friends  Meeting  for  seven  years,  I have  watched 
the  gradual  decline  of  unprogrammed  meetings  in  Oregon. 
The  spirit  of  Christ  is  joyful  and  holy.  It  is  compassionate 
and  non-judgmental.  What  then  do  we  lack  that  George  Fox 
and  early  Quakers  possessed?  Any  honest  person  can  answer 
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this  question,  but  that  elusive  quality  fails 
in  most  of  us. 

An  evangelical  pastor  woefully  ad- 
mitted that  he  spends  90%  of  his  time 
among  fellow  Christians.  I spend  90% 
of  my  time  among  non-Christians.  Ac- 
tivism without  holiness  is  a delusion. 
Keepers  of  the  law  do  not  administer 
grace.  How  do  we  find  the  living  Christ? 
Not  in  our  unprogrammed  Meeting  or 
Quarterlies — that  I can  tell  you.  The 
magic  of  talking  with  wild  creatures,  the 
driving  compassion  to  end  war  and  sex 
trafficking — not  in  Quaker  Meeting. 
Elite  editors  and  wordsmiths  of  our 
Quaker  publications  endlessly  joust  with 
words,  seeking  consensus  while  their 
bodies  age  and  the  world  around  us  dies. 

I began  with  the  verse  from  the  first 
letter  of  Timothy,  one  of  a dozen  verses 
that  clearly  state  homosexuality  is  a sin. 
I chose  this  passage  because  it  stands  side 
by  side  with  one  of  Quakers’  greatest 
achievements — putting  an  end  to  sla- 
very. Today  slavery  has  emerged  in  the 
new  guise  of  corporate  dominance. 
Without  holiness,  unprogrammed 
Quakers  will  wither  with  increasing  evi- 
dence of  decline  in  numbers.  Quakers 
will  be  ineffective  in  this  new  challenge. 
Come  out  from  among  them.  Reject 
homosexual  equivocation.  Nature 
teaches  us  of  right  relationship  between 
men  and  women. — Peter  Kelly,  Salem 
( OR)  Meeting.  ] 

Dear  Editor,  Good  job  on  the  March  08 
issue.  I enjoyed  every  article  and  read  the 
whole  thing  through  before  I put  it  down. 
— Lois  Barton , Salem  ( OR)  Meeting. 


Quaker  House 

Fayetteville/Ft.  Bragg  IMC 
Front-Line  Peace  Witness 
Since  1969 

Write  for  Our  FREE 
Packet:  Draft  & CO  Issues 

Quaker  House 
223  Hillside  Ave. 
Fayetteville  NC  28301 
www.quakerhouse.org 


FRIENDS  FIDUCIARY 

CORPORA  T I O N 


Responsible  Investing , Planned  Giving 

Friends  Fiduciary  Corporation  (FFC)  is  an  independent 
Quaker  nonprofit.  Our  sole  mission  is  to  assist 
Friends  meetings  and  organizations  in  the  stewardship 
of  their  financial  resources. 

PROVIDING  FINANCIAL  SERVICES  GUIDED  BY 
FRIENDS  TESTIMONIES  AND  CONCERNS 


The  Consolidated  Fund,  a socially  responsible  investment 
fund  for  Friends  Meetings  and  nonprofit  organizations 

Planned  Giving  Services,  providing  Charitable  Gift  Annuities, 
Donor  Advised  Funds,  and  other  planned  giving  services 
to  support  the  development  efforts  of  Friends 
tax-exempt  organizations 


For  information,  please  contact: 

Friends  Fiduciary  Corporation 
215-241-7272  or  info@friendsfiduciary.org 
or  visit  our  website  at  www.friendsfiduciary.org 


Chuck  Fager,  Director 
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What  JQoes  ,5crv,ce  Mave  to  \)o  with  £>eing  a Quaker? 


Reflections  on  the  AR SC/ Intermountain  \caAy  Meeting  Joint  Serv'ce  f* reject 

by  Barbara  Luetke  and  Mike  Gray 


Why  would  Friends 
choose  to  camp  for  a 
week  or  more  in  isolated  or 
desolate  parts  of  the  United 
States  or  Mexico  and  work 
with  indigenous  or  native 
people?  Those  who  have  par- 
ticipated in  the  “Joint  Service 
Project”  (JSP)  respond  to  this 
query  in  different  ways. 

Many  know  that  service  is  a 
Quaker  faith  tradition,  dat- 
ing back  to  the  17th  century, 
when  George  Fox  said  he  be- 
lieved in  “taking  away  the 
occasion  for  war.”  Not  long 
afterwards,  early  Friends  visited 
each  other  in  prisons  and  took 
care  of  each  other’s  families. 

Perhaps  it  is  that  our  “work  in 
love  is  our  way  to  pray”  (as  David 
Richie  said  in  his  pamphlet  on 
Quaker  workcamps  in  1973). 

There  is,  of  course,  biblical 
grounding  for  service  work:  the 
story  of  the  Good  Samaritan  in 
the  book  of  Luke  in  the  Bible, 
and  our  loving  one  another  as  ourselves  (John  15).  For 
these  and  other  reasons,  Friends  first  joined  Norman 
Krekler  as  he  pioneered  work  camps  in  Sonora  begin- 
ning in  1950  and  Friends  continue  to  go  to  Mexico  in 
service  today. 

La  Mesa  de  Abajo  is  literally  the  flat  top  of  a small 
mesa  located  at  the  end  of  the  road  after  Bermudez, 
Mexico,  about  an  eleven-hour  bumpy  drive  from  Tuc- 
son, AZ.  Some  of  the  first  summer  work  camps,  orga- 
nized by  the  Sonoran  Association  of  Friends  for  the  na- 
tional office  of  the  American  Friends  Service  Commit- 
tee (AFSC),  took  place  here.  The  JSP,  funded  primarily 
by  Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting  (IMYM)  and  the 
AFSC,  have  been  doing  work  camps  with  the  people 
there  more  than  a decade. 

The  thirteen  families  which  inhabitant  La  Mesa  de 
Abajo  live  simply,  running  cattle  and  growing  beans  and 
corn  in  the  old  ways.  Mike  Gray,  the  coordinator  of  JSP, 
asked  the  oldest  women  there  to  name  the  greatest  in- 
vention she  had  seen  come  to  La  Mesa.  She  said  it  was 


the  truck.  That  woman, 
born  in  La  Mesa  and 
now  in  her  eighties,  still 
rides  horseback  on  a 
sidesaddle.  She  wasn’t  as 
much  moved  by  the  idea 
of  a truck  for  transpor- 
tation as  she  was  its  use 
to  thresh  beans.  Before 
the  truck,  which  arrived 
in  about  1979,  the 
people  threshed  beans 
by  hand,  with  a stick.  To 
experience  this  time- 
warp  appeals  to  many  a 
JSP  participant,  as  does 
the  opportunity  to  con- 
nect with  villagers  and 
learn  or  practice  Spanish 
phrases. 

Juxtaposed  with  fields 
plowed  with  burros  and 
crops  hauled  by  animals, 
are  occasional  four-wheel- 
ers, solar  panels,  and  a so- 
lar-powered pump  instal- 
lation that  brings  water  up 
from  a spring  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  mesa.  From  the  reservoir,  gravity  brings  it  down 
to  the  homes.  Now  nearly  every  home  has  an  indoor  faucet 
and  a few  have  indoor  toilets.  Staying  with  local  families,  we 
experience  these  aspects  of  living,  and  shower  with  water  heated 
by  the  sun  or  wood  fired  boilers,  try  native  dishes,  and  join  in  to 
sing  and  dance  at  the  end  of  a hard  week  of  work! 

JSP  participants  have  been  a part  of  much  of  the  mod- 
ernization in  La  Mesa.  We  have  worked  on  the  road  to  keep 
it  passable.  We  have  helped  harvest  the  crops.  We  have  made 
adobe  blocks  for  homes  and  the  chapel.  We  have  hauled  dirt 
and  rocks  to  level  ground  for  the  reservoir,  the  road  and  the 
new  cancha.  We  have  hauled  rock  and  excavated  footings  for 
the  reservoir.  We  have  helped  find  appropriate  add-ons  for 
the  solar  technology,  like  fluorescent  bulbs  and  inverters 
which  use  110  volt  equipment  and  rechargeable  batteries. 
We  introduced  GMRS  radios  and  helped  get  cell  phones  in 
homes.  As  on  every  service  project,  Way  opens  for  addi- 
tional volunteer  opportunities  as  we  talk  and  listen  to  villag- 
ers (and  other  volunteers),  and  cook  and  help  in  general  ways. 
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We  annually  go  to  La  Mesa  in  spring  and  fall  for  about  a 
weeks. 

Another  village  we  regularly  visit  is  El  Desemboque  de 
los  Seris,  Mexico,  only  an  eight  hour  drive  from  Tucson. 
Regular  projects  in  this  Seri  com- 
munity— population  about  300 — 
began  ten  years  ago  when  Mike 
Gray  first  took  groups  for  spring 
break  trips.  Historically  nomadic, 
the  Seri  people  have  had  to  adapt 
to  being  confined  to  a small  area  for 
hunting  and  gathering.  This  has 
limited  resources  and  made  them 
much  poorer.  Still,  they  can  eke  out 
a living  fishing,  harvesting  desert 
foods  and  seaweed,  and  making  bas- 
kets and  ironwood  carvings  to  sell 
to  tourists.  We  work  with  them  on 
economic  development,  food  secu- 
rity and  cultural  survival. 

Our  work  in  Mexico  also  helps 
Friends  understand  the  complicated  issue  of  human  migra- 
tion, the  way  the  economies  of  our  two  countries  are  inter- 
woven, and  how  this  is  all  viewed  from  the  other  side  of  the 
new  border  fences. 

Service  project  trips  are  a great  experience  for  youth 
groups,  family  groups  or  individuals — Quaker  or  not.  Par- 
ticipants must  be  at  least  14  years  of  age  and  do  not  have  to 
possess  any  special  skills.  Instead,  it  is  a willing,  flexible  heart 
that  is  important.  For  more  information,  contact  Mike  Gray 
at  520-907-6321  (cell),  520-212-4696  (home)  and/or  at 


brothers  on  the  rail 

by  Harold  Carson 

Olympia  (WA)  Meeting 

Each  month  Friends’  magazines  bring  the  news.  One 
by  one  they  leave  for  another  climb.  From  all  parts  of 
our  country,  they  reported.  Some  joined  the  Creative 
Pioneers. 

Others  were  sent  by  the  draft  board. 

Each,  hearing  their  drummer,  could  not  kill. 

Each  in  their  own  way  did  their  part  of  service.  In  the 
mountains  of  the  West, 
they  stopped  the  fires. 

They  planted  trees,  now  so  tall. 

Hospital  wards  remember  their  helping  hands.  Yes, 
they  were  part  of  medical  research 
for  the  good  life. 

From  the  hump  in  China,  to  the  cities  of  Poland  they 
worked. 


mgray@afsc.org.  Pictures  of  our  work  can  be  found  on  Face 
Book  (See  groups,  Joint  Service  Project).  The  IMYM  and 
AFSC  home  pages  also  have  links  to  information  about  the 
JSP. 

Upcoming  Joint  Service  Projects 

June  25  to  July  2,  2008.  We  will  go  to 
El  Desemboque  de  los  Seris  to  work 
with  the  tribe  to  prepare  for  the  celebra- 
tion of  the  New  Year  that  arrives  with 
the  summer  rains  and  the  ripening  of 
the  summer  fruits  and  foods.  This 
project  will  leave  from  Tucson,  AZ  and 
costs  $600. 

July  7 to  July  19,  2008:  We  return  to 
Mexico  from  Tucson,  AZ.  This  project 
will  take  us  into  the  Sierra  Madres  to 
El  Cordon  and  La  Mesa  de  Abajo.  Sub- 
ject to  getting  approval  of  the  president 
of  the  municipio  of  Moris,  we  will  begin 
gathering  materials  for  a water  storage  reservoir  in  El  Cor- 
don. Cost  of  this  two-week  project  is  $1000  per  participant. 
If  there  are  not  enough  participants  interested  in  a two-week 
project,  we  will  consider  two,  one-week  projects  in  the  same 
time  frame  at  $600  per  person. 

July  27  to  August  3, 2008:  We  leave  from  Denver,  CO,  for  a 
project  at  Pine  Ridge,  SD,  where  we  will  work  with  the 
Oglala  Lakota  Nation  and  attend  their  tribal  powwow.  Cost 
for  this  project  is  $700  per  participant. 


Many  continued  in  their  fields  of  teaching  and  social 
work. 

Business  and  everyday  jobs  claimed  their  service.  Many  a 
brother  did  time  in  prison  walls  for  not  killing. 

Supporters,  they  had  for  real,  as  family  and  loved  ones. 
Remember  well  the  care  and  support  of  women. 

They,  too,  served  in  those  hospital  wards.  As  nurses  in 
camp,  they  stood  as  tall 
as  their  fellow  COs. 

Now  you  know  why  I turn  to  the  memorial  minutes  to 
learn  of  a fellow  climber  who  reached  the  summit  of  his 
life.  Remember  well; 
listen  to  your  drummer  as  you  climb. 

After  serving  as  administrator  in  Civilian  Public  Service  camps 
run  by  the  AFSC  during  WW II,  Harold  Carson  worked  with 
the  AFSC  in  Philadelphia,  Europe,  and  Seattle.  He  then  returned 
to  public  school  teaching.  He  served  as  clerk  of  Pacific  YM  (1 960- 
62)  and  North  Pacific  YM  ( 1 974).  This  poem  is  from  a chapbook 
entitled  A Collection  of  Messages  (2007). 
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THE  WOOLMAN  SEMESTER. 


Studies  in  Peace,  Social  Justice  and  Sustainability 


An  Engaged  Learning  Environment 

by  Shana  Maziarz,  Head  of  School 

The  Woolman  Semester  at  Sierra  Friends  Center  in 
Grass  Valley,  CA,  is  the  only  Quaker  semester  studies 
program  in  the  world,  and  one  of  the  few  Quaker  schools 
on  the  west  coast.  Each  semester,  teens  aged  16-18  come 
from  all  over  the  country  to  spend  four  months  intensively 
learning  about  peace,  social  justice,  and  sustainability. 
Students  live  on  campus  in  shared  wood-heated  cabins,  and 
participate  in  all  aspects  of  living  in  community,  taking  care 
of  one  another  and  our  land.  We  all  do  the  work  of 
community;  we  plant  the  crops,  wash  dishes,  play  music, 
engage  in  discourse  about  what  it  means  to  be  human,  and 
figure  out  how  to  live  peacefully  with  one  another.  When 
students  leave  at  the  end  of  the  semester  they  receive  full 
high  school  credit  for  their  academic  work,  but  more 
importantly  they  take  with  them  a sense  of  personal  agency, 
a willingness  to  ask  the  really  hard  questions  of  themselves 
and  others,  and  an  unwillingness  to  accept  mediocrity. 

Students  seek  out  Woolman  because  they  want  to  deepen 
their  studies.  Students  seek  out  Woolman  because  they 
recognize  that  they  are  inheriting  a damaged  world  and  want 
to  gain  the  skills  to  effectively  respond.  Students  seek  out 
Woolman  because  they  want  to  own  their  education. 
Students  seek  out  Woolman  because  they  want  to  work  hard 


and  be  surrounded  by  a community  that  is  engaged  in 
learning  all  of  the  time. 

At  Woolman  we  use  an  ecological  model  of  viewing  the 
world.  In  other  words,  we  believe  it’s  all  connected,  and  this 
means  that  we  teach  in  an  organically  interdisciplinary 
manner.  Much  of  our  schedule  is  dedicated  to  building  and 
maintaining  strong  relationships  between  people  and 
between  people  and  the  land.  We  recognize  that  knowledge 
without  context  and  application  is  at  best  useless,  and  at  worst 
dangerous.  We  seek  to  make  everything  we  teach  applied 
and  real. 

We  are  rooted  in  a Quaker  pedagogy.  We  believe  that 
each  of  us  brings  a piece  of  the  truth,  and  that  Truth  is  a 
slippery  thing.  We  strive  to  hold  the  possibility  for 
continuing  revelation;  this  allows  both  the  classroom  and 
the  program  as  a whole  to  remain  spontaneous  and  dynamic. 
Einstein  is  often  quoted  as  pointing  out  that  we  cannot  solve 
our  problems  with  the  same  thinking  that  created  them.  This 
is  really  the  gift  of  continuing  revelation.  Through  the  use 
of  queries,  critical  pedagogy,  an  engaged  and  experiential 
curriculum,  and  a strong  community  that  is  willing  to  take 
emotional  and  intellectual  risks  with  one  another,  we  hope 
that  we  are  able  to  view  new  and  beautiful  possibilities  for 
the  world  and  ourselves.  Essentially,  the  Woolman  Semester 
is  a teen  think  tank  in  the  woods. 

Transformation  on  the  Trail 

by  Alison  Mohr,  Fall 2005  Graduate 

The  Woolman  Semester  was  one  of  those  defining 
experiences  for  me.  I was  lost  somewhere  in  my  mid-teens; 
while  I had  a rebellious  sensitivity  to  injustice,  it  was  easily 
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finally  understanding  how  much  I have  gained  from  my 
experience  at  the  Woolman  Semester.  The  four  short  months 
I lived  at  Sierra  Friends  Center  not  only  gave  me  the  idea 
for  the  hike,  but  also  the  sense  of  empowerment  I needed  to 
take  that  first  step  on  the  trail.  And  I’ve  been  holding  onto 
it  ever  since. 


Somebody’s  Got  to  Do  It, 
and  It  Might  As  Well  Be  Me 

by  Bryan  Runyan,  Fall  2007  Graduate 


During  my  time  at  the 
Woolman  Semester,  two 
experiences  in  particular  changed 
my  outlook  on  life  more  than 
anything  else.  The  first  was  a simple 
quote  from  the  school’s  grounds 
manager,  Doug  Hamm.  Doug  is 
someone  who  easily  puts  in  twice 
as  many  hours  overtime  as  any  other 
employee.  He  just  never  stops 
working  as  long  as  there  is  work  to 
be  done.  One  day,  after  I found  him 
doing  a dish  crew  that  wasn’t  his,  I 
asked  him  why  he  always  put  so  much  extra  time  in.  He 
explained,  “Well,  it  seems  there’s  always  something  that  needs 
doing  in  the  world.  Somebody’s  got  to  do  it,  and  I figure  it 
might  as  well  be  me.”  From  that  point  on  I stopped  looking 
at  tasks  as  something  I was  required  to  do  and  started  looking 
at  doing  whatever  I could  do. 

The  second  experience  that  influenced  me  was  a 
realization  that  I had  in  our  Peace  Studies  class  when  we 
were  studying  nonviolence.  The  teacher,  Coleman  Watts, 
pointed  out  that  if  you  are  in  some  way  wronged  by  another 
and  you  respond  with  violence  or  even  hold  a grudge,  you 
can  be  seen  as  being  in  the  wrong  just  as  easily  as  the  person 
who  wronged  you.  However  if  you  respond  with  forgiveness, 
you  will  gain  the  respect  and  support  of  others. 


tempered  by  a tendency  towards  apathy.  I’d  be  lying  if  I said 
that  after  Woolman  I ceased  being  apathetic.  This  type  of 
thing  truly  takes  time,  and  in  many  of  us  it  seems  like  there 
will  always  be  a struggle  against  feeling  numb  and  helpless. 
However,  at  the  time  of  Woolman  graduation  I was  under 
the  impression  that  I had  reversed  my  fundamentally  lazy 
nature.  Well,  I was  wrong;  go  figure.  This  doesn’t  mean  that 
the  Woolman  Semester  is  not  a transformative  experience. 
Far  from  it,  in  fact.  There  are  few  things  that  have  changed 
my  life  more  (for  the  better)  than  Woolman  has — it’s  just 
taken  me  a while  to  realize  what  to  do  with  what  I’ve  been 


given. 

For  me,  one  idea  in  particular  had  to  incubate  for  over  a 
year  before  I really  knew  what  to  do  with  it.  How  I got  the 
idea  to  hike  a large  portion  of  the  Pacific  Crest  Trail  (PCT) 
as  a fundraiser  for  the  Woolman  Semester  has  everything  to 
do  with  Woolman  (in  fact,  my  Woolman  cabinmate  sparked 
the  idea  in  the  first  place!).  I only  vaguely  knew  what  the 
PCT  was  before  meeting  Karen  and  Clayton,  a young  couple 
interning  at  Sierra  Friends  Center.  Clayton  had  hiked  the 
entire  PCT  a few  years  back,  and  Karen  had  hiked  the  entire 
Appalachian  Trail  (AT).  They  told  stories  from  the  trail,  and 
I found  myself  enraptured  with  the  idea  of  wandering  across 
entire  mountain  ranges  with  just  a pack  on  my  back.  And 
Karen  had  hiked  the  entire  AT  as  a fundraiser,  which  made 
complete  sense  to  me. 

Nearly  three  years  since  graduation,  over  1,000  miles 
hiked  on  the  PCT  and  $7,000  raised  for  Woolman,  I am 
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After  this  I found  myself  actively  seeking  to  help  those 
around  me  and  found  that  I was  able  to  resolve  conflicts 
with  others  much  more  quickly  than  before.  Since  returning 
home,  I have  been  very  active  in  making  dinner  regularly  to 
ease  my  parents’  workload.  I have  also  worked  on  being  a 
more  forgiving  person  in  general,  and  find  I am  getting  into 
very  few  conflicts.  Looking  back,  I see  these  interactions  at 
the  Woolman  Semester  were  small,  but  the  impact  they  have 
had  on  my  life  has  been  huge. 


Don’t  block  up  the  hall 
For  he  that  gets  hurt 
Will  be  he  who  has  stalled 
There’s  a battle  outside 
And  it  is  ragin’. 

It’ll  soon  shake  your  windows 

And  rattle  your  walls 

For  the  times  they  are  a-changin.  ” 

-Bob  Dylan 


A Dream  ofTeaching 

by  Environmental  Science  Teacher ; 

Jessica  Castleberry 

When  I was  five  years  old,  I was  already  dreaming  of 
being  a teacher.  In  the  “classroom”  corner  of  my  bedroom, 
I taught  my  dolls  everything  I thought  was  relevant  in 
life:  how  to  add  and  subtract,  how  to  read,  how  to  sneak 
chocolate  from  the  kitchen,  how  to  annoy  my  siblings  just 
enough  so  that  they  wouldn’t  tell  on  me.  I felt  great  joy 
in  sharing  my  life’s  knowledge  with  these  “students”  and 
always  cherished  learning,  because  it  meant  I had  more 
fascinating  information  to  pass  on. 

Twenty  years  later,  I am  still  dreaming  of  teaching. 
As  an  educator  who  has  worked  for  both  public  and  private 
institutions,  I have  always  struggled  over  the  apparent 
disconnect  that  is  often  established  between  teachers’ 
professional  and  personal  lives.  Wanting  an  integrated, 
educational  life  of  integrity  and  openness  led  me  to  the 
Woolman  Semester,  where  I have  appreciated  being 
around  others  who  share  this  goal. 

It  isn’t  every  day  that  a teacher  finds  herself  at  a place 
like  Woolman.  I learn  as  much  from  my  students  as  they 
can  learn  from  me.  I live  in  a multigenerational  Quaker 
community  where  we  focus  our  goals  around  issues  of 
peace,  justice,  and  sustainability.  Around  me  stretches  a 
230-acre  campus  full  of  Ponderosa  pines,  acorn 
woodpeckers,  wild  turkeys,  and  forward-thinking  people 
who  are  inspired  to  face  our  world’s  problems  with  hope, 
integrity,  and  dogged  enthusiasm.  After  searching  in  many 
other  places,  I finally  feel  real  connection — here,  to  this 
campus  and  its  aspirations.  And  as  an  environmental 
science  teacher,  I believe  there  is  nothing  more  powerful 
than  loving  the  environment  in  which  you  live. 

A Win-Win  Situation 

by  Sophie  Brinker ; Fall  2007  Graduate 

uCome  senators,  congressmen 

Please  heed  the  call 

Don't  stand  in  the  doorway 


I have  realized  that  after 
Woolman  the  way  I perceive 
many  things  has  changed — 
including  my  belief  about  the 
impact  I can  have  on  the  world. 
As  I came  home  from  Woolman, 
I wasn’t  quite  sure  what  had 
changed  in  me,  but  as  time 
progressed  and  I began  to  slip 
into  old  routines,  I started  to  see 
the  differences.  I see  now  that  I 
can  make  a difference,  and  it 
doesn’t  matter  how  big  or  small  it  is.  I realized  that  I am 
in  a position  where  I can  give  a voice  to  those  who  can’t 
use  theirs  and  lend  a hand  to  people  who  want  it.  This 
led  me  to  sign  up  for  the  “Lobby  Days  for  Peace  in 
northern  Uganda.” 

I flew  to  Washington  DC  with  my  friend  Sam  for 
five  days  to  attend  the  conference.  It  was  an  amazing 
experience,  one  that  I won’t  forget  for  a really  long  time. 
We  watched  a remarkable  documentary — War  Dance — 
and  attended  panels  with  people  who  were  both  influential 
and  full  of  interesting  points  of  view.  I was  able  to  meet 
so  many  leading  people  connected  to  the  peace  and 
awareness  process  such  as  Betty  Bigombe,  a woman  from 
Uganda  who  was  the  first  person  to  moderate  any  form 
of  a peace  talk  back  in  1994.  I also  met  Grace  Akallo,  a 
former  child  soldier  and  a spokesperson  for  World  Vision. 

The  actual  Lobby  Day  was  a whole  new  experience 
for  me.  It  was  much  easier  than  I ever  thought,  just  a 
simple  conversation  with  a staffer,  representative,  or  even 
a senator.  Barbara  Boxer  made  an  appointment  with  us — 
it  was  amazing  that  she  didn’t  set  us  up  with  a staffer! 
Sadly  she  was  too  busy,  but  at  least  I got  to  ride  a train  in 
an  underground  tunnel  to  the  Capitol  Building,  which 
was  really  fun.  I can’t  wait  to  see  the  difference  we  made 
together — 750+  people  lobbying  under  one  cause!  We 
were  told  it  was  the  largest  group  ever  to  lobby  for  a cause 
in  Africa!  I can  really  see  that  we  are  going  to  make  a big 
impact,  and  it  feels  great  that  I was  a part  of  it.  Growing 
up  as  a Quaker  and  attending  the  Woolman  Semester  have 
really  helped  me  discover  that  acts  of  kindness  are  the 
key  to  a happy  life.  It’s  a win-win  situation,  right? 
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Becoming  Hope 

by  Samantha  Johnson,  Fall  2007  Graduate 

Before  Woolman  I can’t  say  I wasn’t 
aware  of  all  the  problems  of  the  world. 
However,  I never  thought  I could  take 
action  about  it  at  my  age.  I knew  that 
knowledge  was  power,  but  I thought  I 
had  to  stop  there.  At  the  Woolman 
Semester  I realized  that  action  was  not 
beyond  me,  despite  my  age  and  what 
society  expected  of  me.  While  at 
Woolman  I asked  myself  many 
questions,  including:  What  am  I doing 
here?  What  have  I done?  How  can  I change  this  messed  up 
world?  Is  there  any  hope?  Am  I that  hope?  Woolman  forced 
me  to  think  outside  of  every  comfort  zone  I had  created. 
Woolman  forced  me  into  action. 

While  at  Woolman  I organized  this  amazing  day  of 
awareness  called  “Lost  but  Not  Forgotten,”  which  brought 
attention  to  all  the  lost  lives  in  the  San  Francisco  Bay  Area 
due  to  senseless  street  violence.  The  event  focused  on  how 


these  were  people,  not  just  “gang  members”  and  not  just 
numbers.  This  was  extremely  empowering  and  made  me 
crave  activism  in  a way  I had  never  experienced  before. 

Since  the  Woolman  Semester  has  ended  I have  not 
stopped  seeking  to  shape  this  world  that  we  live  in  to  be  a 
better  one.  I am  currently  planning  a workshop  with  the 
American  Civil  Liberties  Union  and  their  youth  activist 
committee,  which  looks  at  restorative  justice  and  alternatives 
to  prison.  This  is  amazing  for  me  because  juvenile  justice  is 
my  passion. 

I also  just  attended  a national  lobby  day  for  Uganda  in 
Washington,  DC,  with  a fellow  Woolman  student.  This  lobby 
day  brought  together  750+  activists  from  all  over  the  country 
with  a common  goal  to  change  the  atrocious  situation  that  is 
happening  in  Uganda.  It  was  inspiring  to  see  so  many  young 
people  lobbying  around  this  issue.  It  gave  me  hope  that  one  day 
a more  local  issue,  like  injustice  in  the  juvenile  justice  system, 
could  be  lobbied  for  with  as  much,  if  not  more,  passion. 

Woolman  opened  my  eyes  to  the  power  that  I have,  not 
only  in  my  community  but  in  the  world.  College  is  next  for 
me  and  from  there  the  sky  is  the  limit.  Without  the  Woolman 
Semester  I don’t  think  I’d  feel  half  as  prepared  as  I am  now 
to  take  on  this  world  full  of  problems  waiting  to  be  solved.  □ 


Sierra  Friends  Center,  john  Woolman  School  and  the 
Woolman  Semester  invite  you  to  join  us  for  our... 

50IHANNIVERSARY 

CELEBRATION! 

August  9, 2008  at  Sierra  Friends  Center 

Share  Woolman  stories,  eat  BBQ,  camp  on  the  grounds  or  stay  in 
your  old  cabin  (if  you  register  very  early!),  dance  and  sing  under 
the  stars,  visit  the  Vuba  River,  see  old  friends  & meet  new  ones! 
Anyone  who  has  had  a meaningful  connection  with  either  John 
Woolman  School  or  Sierra  Friends  Center,  please  come  and  join 
the  party! 


For  more  information  and  reservations: 

Call  530-273-3183  or  e-mail  susanm@woolman.org 


(jod 

by  Ruth  Hartsough 

God  is  the  Love  within  everyone  for  everyone, 

God  is  the  music  of  the  stars.  Can  you  hear  it? 

God  is  Silence!  Dawn!  Twilight!  Night! 

God  the  Source  of  infinite  Beauty 

within  you,  beside  you,  around  you. 

God  is  tternal — now — always\ 

God  is  the  glory  and  the  greatness  ihining  through 
every  experience,  every  storm,  every  cross, 
every  pain. 

God  is  the  Radiance  of  every  sunset — every  Joy, 
every  Smile. 

God  is  the  greatness  of  Spirit  in  you. 

God  is  the  divine  potential  within  you. 

God  depends  on  you,  understands  you,  challenges 
you, 

never  forsakes  you. 

God  is  the  Essence  of  you  (that  part  that  never  dies) 
never  gives  up,  loves  eternally. 

Celebrate  the  delicate  majesty  of  this  moment — 
every  moment  with  God. 

Ruth  was  the  beloved  Mother  of  David  and  Paul 
Hartsough,  a member  of  Redwood  Forest  Friends 
Meeting,  and  lived  her  last  years  at  Friends  House  in 
Santa  Rosa,  CA.. 
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A re  We  W<H'ng  to  M ear  o ur  E-nem vp 

Listening  to  Iranian  president  Mahmoud  /\hmadinejad 

by  Margery  Post  Abbott  and  Jim  Cason 

Multnomah  Meeting  (Portland,  OR)  Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation 


What  am  I to  believe?  About 
another  human  being? 

About  another  nation?  The  last 
week  in  September  2007  was  filled 
with  unexpected  phone  calls,  con- 
flicting assertions,  vitriol,  massive 
street  demonstrations,  and  calm 
talk  about  faith  and  about  differ- 
ences. A major  university  president 
insulted  an  invited  speaker  before 
he  could  open  his  mouth.  A major 
church  suddenly  withdrew  its  offer 
to  host  a dialogue.  And  I traveled 
thousands  of  miles  to  hear  a man 
who  many  denounce  as  a tyrant  and 
full  of  hate. 

Fear  is  rampant  in  this  nation. 

The  president  of  our  nation  has  re- 
sponded to  the  threat  of  terror  by 
denouncing  an  axis  of  “evil,”  fighting  a war  based  on  lies, 
and  claiming  the  right  to  eavesdrop  on  citizens  and  nonciti- 
zens alike.  All  in  the  name  of  “freedom”  and  “protecting  de- 
mocracy”. 

Yet  there  are  real  threats.  My  niece  was  nearly  caught 
in  the  collapse  of  the  World  Trade  Center  on  her  way  to 
work.  Thousands  of  innocent  people  have  died  at  the  hands 
of  extremists  without  provocation.  Some  individuals  believe 
that  blowing  themselves  up  and  inflicting  the  maximum 
damage  possible  will  give  them  an  afterlife  of  unending  plea- 
sure and  delight.  US  efforts  to  bring  stability  to  Iraq  and 
Afghanistan  only  seem  to  generate  more  and  more  anger 
and  violence. 

The  US  government  is  currently  expanding  its  response 
by  increasing  the  rhetoric  against  Iran  as  well  as  building  a 
substantial  military  base  near  Iraq’s  border  with  Iran.  The 
US  Senate  most  recently  voted  for  new  sanctions  against 
Iran. 

In  this  atmosphere,  in  my  role  as  clerk  of  Friends  Com- 
mittee on  National  Legislation,  I was  invited  to  be  among 
the  hundred-plus  religious  leaders  who  met  with  President 
Mahmoud  Ahmadinejad  in  New  York  at  the  Tillman  Chapel 
across  from  the  United  Nations.  The  Quaker  leaders  in- 


L.  to  R.  : Mary  Ellen  McNish,  General  Secretary,  American  Friends 
Service  Committee,  Rev.  Ron  Flaming,  International  Program 
Director,  Mennonite  Central  Committee,  translator,  President 
Ahmadinejad. 

eluded  AFSC  and  FCNL  staff,  but  also  such  folks  as  a Ro- 
tary Club  leader  from  Virginia,  a former  State  Legislator 
from  Maine,  and  a college  president  from  Indiana. 

Ahmadinejad  himself  is  not  a threatening  figure.  He 
purposefully  came  over  to  some  of  us  as  he  entered  the  room 
and  greeted  us  one  by  one  with  a smile,  direct  eye  contact 
and  a slight  bow.  As  president,  his  powers  in  Iran  are  lim- 
ited— he  has  no  control  over  the  military  or  foreign  policy — 
and  domestic  conditions  in  Iran  have  left  him  with  serious 
trouble  at  home  with  his  electorate.  As  a speaker,  he  is  ar- 
ticulate about  his  faith  and  a polished  politician. 

So  why  the  furor  over  his  visit?  Meetings  with  him  are 
not  easy  to  organize  or  attend.  Many  of  our  close  friends 
and  colleagues  argued  that  meeting  with  the  Iranian  presi- 
dent provides  legitimacy  to  a dangerous  man.  As  we  pre- 
pared for  this  meeting,  several  of  our  sisters  and  brothers 
dropped  out  of  the  process  or  decided  they  were  not  yet  ready 
to  participate.  Because  of  security  concerns,  we  had  to  pass 
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through  several  layers  of  security  and  searches  before  even 
entering  the  Chapel  at  the  Church  Center  at  the  United 
Nations,  where  the  meeting  took  place. 

So  how  might  we  create  an  atmosphere  where  more 
people  are  willing  to  be  in  the  same  room  with  him  and 
willing  to  hear  what  he  has  to  say  for  themselves  and  ask 
their  own  questions  of  him?  There  are  two  major  areas  which 
are  central  to  the  current  controversy  over  Ahmadinejad,  that 
of  the  threat  of  wider  war  in  the  Middle  East  and  the  future 
existence  and  safety  of  Israel. 

Iran  as  Our  Enemy 

The  American  impression  of  Iran  is  firmly  fixed  by  the 
1979  image  of  the  many  hostages  taken  at  the  US  embassy 
in  Teheran  at  the  time  of  the  overthrow  of  Mohammad  Reza 
Pahlavi,  Iran’s  Shah  (monarch).  We  have  heard  many  voices 
saying  that  this  revolution  was  anti-American,  violent  and 
dangerous  to  freedom. 

But  what  words  might  Iranians  hear  about  those  times? 
Might  they  not  be  aware  that  the  US  was  involved  in  over- 
throwing their  previous  elected  government  and  setting  the 
Shah  in  power,  and  be  conscious  of  the  tyrannical  nature  of 
the  Shah’s  rule,  a rule  which  was  showered  in  glamour  in  the 
US  press?  Might  not  the  Iranians  see  the  overthrow  of  the 
Shah  as  their  means  of  reclaiming  freedom  and  self-deter- 
mination— something  which  we  say  we  want  for  all  peoples 
of  the  world? 

And  what  about  the  US  demand  that  Iran  stop  devel- 
oping nuclear  weapons?  Our  official  policy  is  to  demand 
that  they  stop  work  on  uranium  enrichment  as  a precondi- 
tion to  further  negotiations.  Since  US  intelligence  recently 
reported  they  have  found  no  evidence  of  Iranian  work  on 
nuclear  weapons,  should  not  that  fact  lead  us  to  improved 
relations? 

As  a group,  Mennonites,  Quakers  and  others  are  en- 
couraging the  US  to  engage  in  direct  negotiations  with  Iran, 
without  preconditions.  When  President  Ahmadinejad  was 
asked  what  steps  he  might  take  to  encourage  such  a dia- 
logue, including  guaranteeing  Iran  would  not  attack  Israel 
or  stopping  uranium  enrichment,  he  responded:  “Iran  in  its 
history  has  never  attacked  another  nation.  We  have  declared 
many  times  that  we  don’t  want  war.” 

That’s  not  a complete  answer.  But  what  President 
Ahmadinejad  added  helped  those  of  us  in  the  room  to  un- 
derstand the  Iranian  perspective:  “I  would  like  to  ask  you 
who  is  the  person  who  has  to  be  really  concerned — the  Ira- 
nian government  or  the  United  States?  In  the  US  they  have 
tested  the  fifth  generation  of  nuclear  weapons.  We  have  only 
enriched  uranium  at  3.5%  [well  below  the  70%  necessary  to 
make  bombs].  And  the  International  Atomic  Energy  Agency 
has  confirmed  that.”  And  in  other,  private  conversations,  he 
has  stated  that  mullahs  in  Iran  have  issued  a fatwah  forbid- 
ding nuclear  weapons. 

Who  is  the  real  danger  here?”  he  continued.  “I  think 


the  real  people  who  should  be  afraid  are  us.  We  should  be 
concerned  that  hundreds  of  thousands  of  US  troops  are  on 
our  borders  and  that  we  are  being  threatened  every  day.  We 
need  to  go  to  the  people  who  are  creating  these  tensions  and 
question  them.” 

The  US  religious  leaders  challenged  the  President  with 
questions,  such  as:  what  steps  would  he  risk  taking  for  peace, 
and  would  he  be  willing  to  stop  the  use  of  negative  stereo- 
types to  depict  Iran’s  enemies?  We  didn’t  reach  agreement, 
but  we  did  agree  to  keep  talking. 

Iran’s  Intentions  Towards  Israel 

Public  statements  of  Ahmadinejad,  as  reported  in  the 
press,  call  for  an  end  to  Israel,  although  not  necessarily  by 
violent  means.  In  a 2006  interview  that  appeared  Time  maga- 
zine, he  proposed  either  an  end  to  US  military  aid  to  Israel, 
or  else  a referendum  in  which  Palestinians  and  Israelis  could 
vote  on  what  kind  of  state  they  want.*  He  angered  and  ap- 
palled many  of  us  in  December  2006  when  he  sponsored  a 
conference  which  encouraged  questioning  the  facts  about 
the  Holocaust.  But  when  one  takes  time  to  get  beyond  the 
rhetoric,  posturing,  limits  of  translation,  and  news  media 
sound  bites,  it  is  possible  to  see  that  his  concern  is  about  the 
damage  done  to  Palestinians  in  the  name  of  righting  the 
wrongs  of  World  War  II.  They  have  lost  their  homes  and 
land.  Many  are  still  refugees,  without  the  possibility  of 
work.  In  his  eyes,  the  wrongs  of  one  generation  and  people 
should  not  have  to  be  carried  by  others  in  another  land. 

Those  among  the  religious  leaders  meeting  with 
Ahmadinejad  at  the  UN,  who  had  met  with  him  previously 
also  indicated  that  there  is  a shift  in  his  language  and  pos- 
ture towards  Israel.  He  now  speaks  of  political  solutions  for 
the  conflict  between  Israel  and  Palestine.  Time  will  tell  if 
this  is  true  and  if  this  represents  the  intentions  of  the  Ira- 
nian government,  but  it  is  an  opening,  if  we  will  take  time  to 
hear  it.  Hearing  it,  there  is  opportunity  to  respond  and  work 
towards  negotiated  settlements.  Without  a willingness  to 
hear  and  to  talk,  even  when  we  strongly  disagree,  the  only 
option  all  too  quickly  becomes  war. 

In  this  time  at  a chapel  at  the  UN,  we  didn’t  reach  agree- 
ment, but  we  did  agree  to  keep  talking. 

An  Agreement  to  Continue  Exchanges 

One  concrete  result  of  this  meeting  was  a commitment 
from  Iran  to  keep  welcoming  delegations  from  the  United 

“Are  We  Willing  to  Hear  Our  Enemy?”  continued  on  p.  20 

* “Don’t  use  [the  American]  people’s  money  to  assist  this  vio- 
lent regime  [i.e.  Israel].  This  is  the  best  solution.  If  [Israelis]  do 
not  accept  the  first  solution,  then  they  should  allow  the  nation 
of  Palestine  to  make  their  decision  about  its  own  fate.  Anyone 
who  is  a Palestinian  citizen,  whether  they  are  Christian,  Jewish 
or  Muslim,  should  decide  together  in  a very  free  referendum. 
There  is  no  need  for  war.”  Mahmoud  Ahmadinejad,  qtd.  in 
Time  Magazine,  Dec.  16,  2006. 
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“We  will  try  to  do  what  you  spoke  about,”  vowed  a 
bright-eyed  eleven  year  old  Mexican  girl  to  Rolene  Walker. 
“You  are  an  inspiration  to  us,  and  tomorrow  I will  make  a 
speech  to  my  school  and  I will  tell  them  about  you.” 

Irma  Camacho  and  her  friends  were  part  of  the  80 
people  gathered,  myself  included,  at  the  Tijuana  border, 
March  9th,  to  celebrate  Rolene’s  pilgrimage  on  foot  to 
Santiago,  Chile.  Most  of  us  would  walk  this  day  with  Rolene 
for  the  first  ten  miles  to  a multinational  residential  commu- 
nity down  the  coast.  Excitement  and  anticipation  peppered 
the  crowd  as  a cluster  of  newscasters  jostled  around  her.  Her 
7,200  mile,  2 1/2  year  walk  to  raise  consciousness  about  our 
sacred  home,  the  Earth,  had  captured  the  admiration  and 
imagination  of  both  young  and  old. 

The  morning  was  clear  and  sunny  at  the  US/Mexico 
border  fence  overlooking  the  blue  Pacific.  Among  the  di- 
verse assembly  were  half  a dozen  Quakers,  including 
Catherine  Baker,  driver  of  the  support  vehicle,  members  from 
Rolene’s  family,  Mexican  activists,  teachers,  children  of  all 
ages,  uniformed  Boy  and  Girl  Scout  troops,  and  civic  orga- 
nizers. Rolene  spoke  from  her  heart  in  articulate  Spanish. 
She  described  how  over  a decade  ago,  when  she  was  de- 
spairing about  the  environmental  crisis,  she  asked  in  prayer 
what  she  could  do  to  personally  help.  She  felt  then  a deep 
leading  to  walk  to  Chile,  where  her  father  was  born,  in  order 
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others  about  the 
protection  and 
sacredness  of 
the  Earth.  She 
joked  that  she 
thought  at  the 
time,  “I  can  hear 
the  calling,  but  I 
don’t  want  to  do 
that\ ” And  as 


she  spoke,  I re- 
membered how 


this  leading  only 
grew  stronger 
through  many 
obstacles:  a 

challenge  with 


cancer,  crises  in 


support  and 
funds,  feet  and 

leg  problems,  family  concerns..  And  now,  at  59,  she  was  ready 
to  leave. 

She  recounted  how  car  emissions  and  other  denigrating 
factors  are  gravely  threatening  the  stability  and  health  of 
the  planet.  She  talked  about  how  our  precious  atmosphere, 
bright  life-giving  band  only  eight  miles  wide,  is  the  only 
thing  shielding  us  from  scorching  rays  and  vast  dark  space, 
and  the  crowd  grew  quiet. 

“There  are  three  things  you  can  all  do  to  help”  she  con- 
tinued. “First,  plant  ten  trees.  Second,  help  the  world  be- 
come independent  from  gasoline  within  the  next  ten  years. 
Third,  each  Sunday  evening  at  six,  envision  and  pray  for  a 
sustainable,  peaceable,  beautiful  world.  Although  environ- 
mental destruction  sometimes  seems  unstoppable,  I am  con- 
fident that  as  we  all  deeply  intend  the  world  we’d  like  to  live 
in,  and  work  toward  it,  we  can  do  it!” 

Marguerita  Diaz,  activist/architect,  and  Rolene,  both 
sporting  bright  WALK  WITH  EARTH  t-shirts,  joined 
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hands  and  started  walk,  followed  by  the  colorful  stream  of 
marchers,  a small  dog  and  a police  motorcycle  brigade.  Sing- 
ing in  Spanish,  we  walked  by  fruit  vendors,  small  shops, 
homes  and  businesses  and  onto  the  main  coastal  road. 
Sweeping  views  of  rolling  breakers  spread  out  below  the 
highway.  After  a couple  of  hours  of  walking,  we  gathered  to 
rest  at  a friendship/eco  park:  the  Entre  Corazon y Mar  Parque 
(Between  Heart  and  Sea  Park),  where  we  admired  organi- 
cally-shaped architecture  and  native  plantings.  Zayra,  an 
energetic  young  architect  who  had  helped  in  the  construc- 
tion, described  sister 
parks  in  Vladivostok, 

Russia,  China  and 
San  Diego,  each 
overlooking  the  com- 
mon ocean  (see 
pacificrimpark.org). 

Moving  on,  we 
passed  an  odiferous 
surging  torrent  - the 
outfall  from  the  no- 
torious Tijuana  water 
treatment  plant, 
which  had  carved  a 
ravine  to  the  beach. 

Margarita  explained 
how,  despite  resis- 
tance, she’s  attempt- 
ing to  establish  bi- 
weekly water  testing 
at  this  site. 

As  the  day  grew 
warmer,  I doused  my  head  a few  times  from  my  water  con- 
tainer. I noticed  a miniature  poodle  riding  by  in  its  owner’s 
backpack,  and  suddenly  decided  to  take  advantage  of  a pickup 
car.  Antonio  Lozano  Perez,  journalist  from  Playas  Hoy,  was 
driving  slowly  at  the  back  of  the  parade.  I squeezed  myself 
in  with  many  thanks  and  started  to  relax,  when  Antonio 
unexpectedly  threw  up  his  arms:  “Aaayyyy  yaaaay,  no!!!  Not 
again!  This  clutch  isn’t  working  again!!!  I’m  sorry!” 

We  all  tumbled  out,  concerned  for  Antonio,  but  presently 
he  zoomed  by,  clutch  in  gear,  if  temporarily.  Meanwhile  Josh 
Harris,  the  Walk  With  Earth  coordinator,  was  leading  songs  in 
English  and  Spanish:  “We  are  the  people,  the  mighty  mighty 
people,  walking  for  the  earth...”  Presendy,  I saw  our  fearless 
leader  Rolene,  leading  us  into  the  San  Antonio  del  Mar  Park. 
We  had  reached  our  destination. 

Greeters  and  refreshments  welcomed  us  under  large 
blooming  coral  trees.  The  children  had  walked  16  kilome- 
ters. Two  girls  had  carried  the  large  Salvemos  La  Tierra  ban- 
ner the  whole  way.  After  the  speeches,  vans  arrived  to  re- 
turn people  to  Tijuana.  Catherine  drove  our  Quaker  group 
to  a hospitality  apartment  for  the  night.  As  we  lurched  and 
rattled  over  cobble  roads  and  pot  holes,  I fondly  dubbed  the 


camper  El  Maravilloso.  El  M.  was  one  of  the  compromises 
Rolene  had  had  to  make  between  functional,  safe  travel  and 
adherence  to  carbon-free  transportation.  El  Maravilloso  was 
a bit  beamy  and  creaky,  but  a marvelous  pack  mule  for  food, 
gear,  gifts,  educational  materials,  and  sagging  walkers,  not 
to  mention  a welcomed  refuge  and  gathering  spot. 

Each  of  the  three  days  I traveled  with  Rolene  was  a re- 
markable adventure  of  new  scenes,  people  and  ideas.  Af- 
ter the  first  day,  we  thinned  down  to  a group  of  five  to  six 
walkers,  and  I enjoyed  times  of  quiet  walking.  Reflecting 

on  the  many  gen- 
erous people,  con- 
tributors of  materi- 
als, money,  hospi- 
tality, skills,  food, 
and  wisdom,  I saw 
us  all  a part  of  a 
network,  contrib- 
uting like  roots, 
without  which  the 
Walk  could  not 
flourish.  I felt  the 
presence  and  well- 
wishes  of  many 
others  with  deep 
gratitude.  And  the 
Mexican  people  we 
were  meeting,  who 
gave  to  us  such 
dedication,  respect 
and  support,  were 
an  inspiration  to 

Rolene  and  all  of  us. 

I remembered  how  once  or  twice,  years  ago,  I saw 
groups  of  Mexican  immigrants  traveling  on  foot  through 
ravines  in  San  Diego  County.  They  were  walking  north 
for  better  work,  wages  and  lives.  How  does  a gringo 
Quaker  lady  with  a floppy  hat  and  sore  feet  (there  were 
four  such  of  us!),  walking  south  along  a dusty  Mexican 
highway  help  anything?  Perhaps  the  desire  to  bring 
change  is  best  initiated  with  good  understanding.  Good 
understanding  is  based  in  insight  into  truths.  I felt  sure 
that  I was  understanding  a little  more  truth  with  each 
step.  Joining  with  others,  sharing  visions  and  knowledge 
along  the  Walk  will  have  effects  I can  only  humbly  imag- 
ine. Remembering  the  bright,  upward-tilted  face  of  Irma 
Comacho  brings  hope.  I look  forward  to  resuming  the 
Walk  with  Rolene  in  Southern  Baja. 

Rolene  is  looking  for  walkers  and  drivers  who  would 
like  to  accompany  her.  She  can  be  reached  in  Baja  by  an 
efficient  bus  system  and  at  certain  points  by  commercial  air- 
plane. For  more  information  see  the  www.walkwithearch.org 
website,  or  call  Josh  Harris,  Communications  Coordinator, 
at  415  509-7122. □ 
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“Are  We  Willing  to  Hear  Our 
Enemy?”  continued  from  p.  17 

that  the  US  government  recently  de- 
nied visas  for  a delegation  of  Iranian 
religious  leaders  to  visit  the  US,  and  the 
Iranian  government  has  also  blocked 
visas  for  a Mennonite  group  seeking  to 
travel  to  Iran.  In  response,  President 
Ahmadinejad  invited  all  of  us  to  travel 
to  Iran  and  indicated  he  would  work  to 
make  sure  these  people-to-people  ex- 
changes could  continue. 

Friends  are  part  of  an  ecumenical 
group  whose  goal  is  to  establish  a dia- 
logue between  a broad  range  of  people 
in  the  US  and  in  Iran.  When  Friends 
went  as  part  of  a multi-denominational 
delegation  to  Iran  last  year,  we  met  with 
religious  leaders,  librarians,  relief  work- 
ers, people  in  the  foreign  ministry,  the 
former  president,  and  President 
Ahmadinejad.  At  the  meeting  in  New 
York  this  September  we  broadened  the 
circle  of  people  in  the  United  States  in- 
volved in  this  exchange. 

Focusing  on  Congress 

As  an  organization  focusing  on 
federal  legislation,  one  of  FCNL’s  top 
goals  is  to  persuade  Congress  to  stop 
the  US  president  from  going  to  war 
with  Iran.  Right  now,  that’s  a tough  sell. 
At  the  same  time  we  were  meeting  with 
Ahmadinejad,  both  the  House  and  the 
Senate  voted  to  ratchet  up  the  pres- 
sure on  Iran.  The  US  campaign  to  force 
Iran  to  halt  uranium  enrichment 
through  threats  and  sanctions  has  pro- 
duced no  results  and,  arguably,  has 
made  things  worse.  After  months  of 
attempts  to  intimidate  Iran  into  com- 
plying with  US  demands,  the  US  is  no 
closer  to  easing  tensions  and  ending  the 
stalemate  with  Iran  over  that  country’s 
nuclear  program;  US  allies  in  Europe 
have  become  more  resistant  to  the  US 
approach;  and  Iranian  leaders  are  back- 
ing away  from  earlier  offers  to  agree  to 
unconditional  talks  with  the  US.  Yet  at 
this  writing,  Congress  and  the  president 
seem  intent  on  increasing  the  pressure. 

Similarly,  FCNL  extended  thanks 
to  the  22  Senators  who  voted  against  a 


resolution  calling  for  new  sanctions 
against  Iran,  a resolution  which  we  feel 
reinforces  administration  policy  to  pro- 
voke and  threaten  Iran  instead  of  en- 
gaging in  negotiations.  But  22  votes  is 
far  short  of  a majority.  Ongoing  work 
is  needed  to  support  key  Senators  who 
have  spoken  out  in  favor  of  negotiations 
with  Iran  in  the  past,  or  who  might  be 
willing  to  raise  objections  to  the 
president’s  march  to  war  as  well  as  pres- 
sure on  presidential  candidates  to  shift 
national  policy  in  the  entire  region. 

The  atmosphere  won’t  change  un- 
less more  people  across  the  nation  are 
willing  to  encourage  our  leaders  to  dia- 
logue with  our  enemies  and  find  ways 
other  than  violence  to  solve  the  knot- 
ted problems  of  the  Middle  East  and 
the  world. 

War  is  not  the  answer  to  the  US- 
Iran  conflict.  Peace  between  our  two 
countries  is  possible  through  peaceful, 
nonmilitary  means.  The  Iranians  do  not 
need  to  be  forced  to  the  negotiating 
table  by  sanctions  or  threat  of  force. 
Since  2003,  they’ve  been  asking  to  sit 
at  the  table  with  the  US  to  make  a new 
deal.  Four  years  is  a long  time  to  be 
snubbed,  but  the  exchange  with  Presi- 
dent Ahmad-inejad  in  late  September 
convinced  many  that  Iran  is  still  open 
to  negotiations.  Congress  could  resur- 
rect that  Iranian  dead  letter  by  breath- 
ing new  life  into  US  diplomacy.  Con- 
gress could  save  a lot  of  lives  and  na- 
tional treasure  by  doing  so.  But  strong 
voices  are  needed  to  counter  the  atmo- 
sphere of  fear  and  hatred  around  the 
topic  of  Iran.  More  voices  must  insist 
that  the  US  engage  in  direct,  face-to- 
face  diplomatic  negotiations  with  Iran 
without  preconditions  about  uranium 
enrichment,  and  be  willing  to  sit  at  the 
table  with  all  of  Iraq’s  neighbors,  and 
all  of  Israel’s  neighbors,  to  find  a way 
to  stability  in  a region  which  has  known 
little  for  a long  time.  The  specific  ac- 
tions needed  will  differ  as  the  months 
pass,  but  we,  as  a nation,  must  become 
willing  to  step  back  from  the  path  of 
violence.  It  has  only  made  us  more  en- 
emies. May  we,  as  Friends,  be  able  to 
take  a lead.  □ 


Memorial  Minutes 


A.  Stanley  Thompson 

Stan  Thompson  was  born  on  April 
29, 1914  in  Hackettstown,  New  Jersey 
to  Albert  and  Ethel  Thompson.  His 
early  life  was  spent  on  three  different 
dairy  farms,  which  impressed  on  him 
the  impoverished  backwardness  of  farm 
life.  Through  a series  of  unlikely 
chances  and  sheer  determination  that 
technology  would  help  alleviate  human 
suffering,  he  entered  Amherst  College 
in  1931.  After  graduation  in  1936  he 
went  on  to  earn  advanced  degrees  in 
engineering  at  the  Universities  of 
Washington  and  Pennsylvania. 

During  World  War  II  Stan  worked 
as  a mechanical  engineer  designing 
steam  turbines  for  Victory  Ships  and 
jet  aircraft  engines.  In  peace  time, 
nuclear  reactors  became  his  field.  He 
authored  the  first  major  textbook  on 
nuclear  power  production,  as  well  as 
many  technical  articles.  His  pioneering 
studies  of  instab ili ties  in  nuclear  energy 
reactors  convinced  him  that  atomic 
energy  could  not  be  safely  generated, 
and  in  later  years,  he  was  a vigorous 
antinuclear  and  peace  activist. 

Stan  was  married  to  his  first  wife 
Barbara  Nice  on  March  17, 1937.  She 
joined  Stan  in  a life  adventure  that 
would  involve  many  moves  and 
partnerships  pursuing  righteousness, 
truth,  and  justice.  When  they 
discovered  that  the  Los  Angeles 
housing  development  they  moved  to  in 
1947  excluded  Mexicans,  he  and 
Barbara  led  a homeowners’  revolt  that 
opened  the  development  to  all.  He 
hired  Packard  Motor  Company’s  first 
Black  professional  in  the  1950s,  and 
when  the  diner  across  the  street  from 
Packard’s  Detroit  plant  refused  to  serve 
his  new  employee,  Stan  engineered  the 
diner’s  integration.  Hoping  to  make  a 
difference  elsewhere  in  the  world,  he 
taught  engineering  at  Robert  College 
in  Istanbul,  Turkey,  and  later  at  Howard 
University  in  Washington,  DC.  He  was 
a lifetime  member  of  the  Sierra  Club. 
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In  1982  he  moved  to  Eugene,  OR, 
from  Sperryville,  VA,  where  he  had 
retired  to  manage  a tree  farm.  During 
his  last  23  years  in  Eugene,  OR,  he  lost 
his  wife  of  50  years  on  December  30, 
1987,  helped  raise  two  granddaughters, 
made  dear  friends,  worked  on 
innumerable  projects  with  his  son, 
Michael,  and  labored  tirelessly  for  the 
anti-nuclear  cause.  He  became  a 
member  of  the  Eugene  Friends 
Meeting,  and  on  April  11,  1993, 
married  another  Meeting  member, 
Milena  O’Donnell  for  another  rich 
marriage  until  his  death  on  October  1, 
2005. 

Stan  is  survived  by  his  second  wife 
Milena,  three  sons:  Bruce  of 

Milwaukee,  Wisconsin;  Steve  of  Santa 
Fe,  New  Mexico;  and  Michael  of 
Eugene,  Oregon;  a brother,  Robert,  of 
Belvedere,  New  Jersey;  a sister,  Evelyn 
Kulich  of  Blairstown,  New  Jersey,  and 
seven  beloved  grandchildren:  Jonathan, 
Lynn,  Mean,  Caitlin,  Daniel, 
Christopher  and  Laura.  □ 

Mary  Miles  Lantz 

Mary  Lantz  and  her  son  Michael 
Lantz  joined  the  Santa  Fe  (NM) 
Monthly  Meeting  in  2005  after 
attending  for  some  years.  Her  husband 
Christopher  began  his  association  with 
Quakers  as  a student  at  the  Mohawk 
Quaker  School  (NY)  and  then  the 
Quakers  School  at  Gramercy  Park 
(NYC).  She  was  a driving  force  on  the 
Peace  and  Social  Concerns  Committee. 
She  served  as  co-clerk  of  the  Meeting 
from  July  2003  through  June  2004. 

All  her  life  Mary  was  a passionate 
advocate  for  the  care  of  the  environ- 
ment and  the  empowerment  of  people 
to  create  a just  and  peaceable  world. 
When  the  small  rural  town  of  Ojo  de 
la  Vaca,  located  near  Rowe  Mesa,  NM, 
where  the  Lantz  family  lives,  was 
threatened  with  elimination,  she  rallied 
support  to  save  this  town  cherished  by 
generations  of  inhabitants.  When  the 
elk  herds  of  New  Mexico  were 
threatened  by  ranchers  who  saw  them 
as  competition  with  their  cattle,  Mary 


embarked  on  a successful  nine-month 
advocacy  campaign,  driving  all  over  the 
state  to  speak  out  at  public  hearings. 
Later,  even  as  she  struggled  with  cancer, 
she  made  phone  calls  from  the  hospital 
to  help  save  whales  from  low  frequency 
military  sonar  testing.  As  a university 
student  she  led  protests  against  the  war 
in  Vietnam.  Later,  in  Tennessee,  she 
rallied  supporters  to  block  a million 
dollar  centennial  extravaganza  that 
would  have  honored  Andrew  Jackson, 
receiving  national  press  attention.  As 
she  said,  “Don’t  honor  the  scoundrel.” 

At  their  home  on  Rowe  Mesa, 
named  “The  House  of  Symphonies,” 
Mary  and  Christopher  created  the  Dos 
Manos  Institute  of  Creativity,  hosting 
thousands  of  visitors  over  a period  of 
fifteen  summers  who  came  to  plan  and 
study  new  music.  She  co-organized  an 
event  at  St.  John’s  College,  Santa  Fe 
Campus,  called  “Spirit  Bridge”  that 
brought  shamans  from  Siberia  and 
Navajo,  Zini,  and  Hopi  elders,  to  share 
their  wisdom  with  large  groups  of 
attenders.  She  developed  a friendship 
with  a famous  Russian  anthropologist 
and  a tribal  chief  from  Sakhalin  Island 
that  led  to  raising  thousands  of  dollars 
for  Siberian  tribal  preservation. 

Mary  loved  the  mesa,  and  she  loved 
the  house  that  Christopher  constructed 
so  that  the  floors  followed  the  contours 
of  the  land  and  the  walls  the  contours 
of  his  music.  Mary  loved  being  part  of 
the  nature  that  surrounded  the  house, 
especially  a mother  bear.  She  met  it 
several  times,  once  when  it  appeared  as 
she  was  coming  out  of  the  outhouse  and 
she  had  to  stay  a while  longer  than 
planned.  She  felt  they  had  an 
understanding  and  she  was  never  afraid 
of  it. 

She  was  devoted  to  her  son,  and 
always  advocated  for  a whole  spiritual, 
ethical  and  scholastic  education  for  him. 
He  was  homeschooled  in  the  early 
years.  He  had  extended  travel  around 
the  world,  and  his  later  education  was 
expanded  by  Mary’s  own  research  and 
critique.  He  was  equally  devoted  to  her. 

Mary  Lantz  was  born  on  August 
5,  1950,  to  Robert  B.  Miles  and  Laura 


M.  Larsen  Miles,  and  grew  up  on  an 
acreage  near  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa, 
about  three  miles  from  the  Missouri 
River.  The  family  gardened  and  had 
goats,  dogs  and  various  stock. 
Contracting  polio  when  she  was  five, 
she  was  in  an  iron  lung  for  a time  and 
faced  many  surgeries  in  her  childhood. 
She,  however,  never  let  limitations  of 
any  kind  interfere  with  what  she  wanted 
to  do. 

She  graduated  from  Crighton 
University  in  Omaha,  Nebraska, 
majoring  in  psychology.  She  worked 
many  years  in  the  business  world,  both 
in  Florida  and  Tennesee.  She  and  her 
son  Michael  moved  to  New  Mexico  and 
found  their  heart’s  home  on  the  mesa 
near  Santa  Fe.  She  and  Christopher 
Lantz  were  married  in  1998.  She  is 
survived  by  her  husband  Chrisopher, 
her  son  Michael,  her  mother  Laura 
Miles,  three  brothers,  Ron,  John,  and 
Sid  Miles,  and  three  foster  sisters, 
Debbie  Hensley,  Becky  Hissong,  and 
Tina  Plank. 

At  a prayer  gathering  for  her  a few 
months  before  her  death,  we  played 
crystal  bowls  with  her  in  the  House  of 
Symphonies.  Mary  filled  her  life  with 
love,  art,  and  politics.  She  was  brilliant 
and  mystical,  a fierce  activist,  and  a little 
outrageous.  We  miss  her  greatly.  □ 


Providing  grants  in  support  of 
micro-enterprise  development  in 
south  India,  Africa,  and  among  Friends. 

Learn  more  at  www.rswr.org 

• Make  a donation 

• Sign  up  for  the  RSWR  newsletter 

• Contact  us  for  a program  at  your 
meeting  or  church. 

101  Quaker  Hill  Dr„  Richmond,  IN  47374 

765.966.0314 
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CALL  TO  NORTH  PACIFIC  YEARLY  MEETING  2008 

July  17-20.  2008 

“Answering  to  that  of  God  in  Everyone” 

Welcome  to  the  36th  Annual  Session  of  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting,  to 
be  held  at  Oregon  State  University  in  Corvallis,  Oregon.  Annual  Session  is  a 
chance  to  step  out  of  our  daily  lives  and  experience  the  Light  and  power  of 
our  larger  Quaker  community.  It  is  a time  for  spiritual  renewal,  a chance  to 
deepen  spiritual  friendships,  and  an  opportunity  to  inspire  and  challenge  each 
other.  Together  we  can  open  our  hearts  to  the  Divine  and  to  each  other. 

What  would  the  world  be  like  if  we  really  answered  to  that  of  God  in 
everyone?  How  would  it  relate  to  our  spiritual  journeys?  How  would  social 
change  be  affected?  These  words  from  our  Friend  in  Residence,  Ruth  Flower, 
inspired  our  theme  this  year:  Answering  to  that  of  God  in  Everyone.  Ruth 
Flower  is  currently  the  legislative  director  of  FCNL,  coordinating  FCNL’s 
work  on  a number  of  issues.  She  has  a law  degree  and  has  worked  for  many 
years  in  government  relations  and  public  policy.  Ruth  is  a member  of 
Adelphi  Friends  Meeting  of  Baltimore  YM.  She  will  speak  to  us  about  her 
vision,  drawing  on  her  many  years  as  a lobbyist  and  Quaker  in  our  nation’s 
capital.  Our  consideration  of  this  theme  is  timely,  as  we  seek  in  our  daily  lives 
to  discern  how  we  are  led  by  the  Spirit  in  this  election  year,  with  our  nation 
still  making  war. 

In  our  plenary  sessions,  we  will  continue  the  process  of  developing  a new 
structure  for  NPYM.  We  will  share  the  adventure  of  considering  and  approv- 
ing our  annual  budget.  Our  hard-working  Structure  Implementation  Com- 
mittee will  bring  seasoned  proposals  for  how  to  transition  into  the  new 
structure  which  was  approved  at  last  year’s  Annual  Session.  In  addition, 
several  concerns  are  currently  in  the  seasoning  process  in  our  yearly  meeting. 
We  will  have  opportunities  to  consider  these  concerns,  either  in  interest 
groups  or  in  our  plenaries,  depending  on  where  they  are  in  the  seasoning 
process.  We  will  also  have  opportunities  to  speak  with  members  of  our  newly 
formed  standing  committees:  Peace  8c  Social  Concerns,  Ministry  8c  Over- 
sight, Youth  Focus  Development,  and  Youth,  as  well  as  our  Committee  on  the 
Discipline,  which  continues  its  work  of  rewriting  our  Faith  & Practice. 

As  always,  we  will  have  the  delight  of  intergenerational  worship  sharing, 
interest  groups,  fellowship,  the  fun  of  family  night,  browsing  the  bookstore, 
and  the  many  other  activities  that  make  up  Annual  Session.  Beyond  that,  the 
joy  of  Annual  Session  often  comes  in  unexpected  and  rich  experiences  which 
surprise  and  nourish  us.  It  is  my  hope  that  each  one  of  you  will  join  us  in 
Corvallis  this  July! 

— Helen  Dart,  Presiding  Clerk 

(To  find  out  more  and/or  to  register,  go  to  http://www.npym.org) 


Calendar 


June  9 to  15:  The  2008 IMYM  Annual 
Gathering  at  Ghost  Ranch.  “Compas- 
sionate Listening”  will  be  the  theme  of  the 
keynote  address. 

June  15-22:  Quaker  Camp.  Our  week  for 
friends  entering  5th  through  7th  grades. 


Ben  Lomond  Quaker  Center. 

July  12-20:  Quaker  Service  Camp.  Fun 
and  service  for  friends  entering  8th  through 
10th  grades.  Ben  Lomond  Quaker  Center. 

Aug  3-8:  Senior  Camp  New  program!  A 
camper-planned  week  for  youth  entering 
11th  grade  through  the  first  year  post-high 
school. 


Classifieds 


Quaker  Life — informing  and  equip- 
ping Friends  around  the  world.  Free 
sample  available  upon  request.  Join  our  family  of 
Friends  for  one  year  (10  issues)  at  $24.  For  infor- 
mation contact: 

Quaker  Life 
101  Quaker  Hill  Drive 
Richmond,  IN  47374 
Phone:  765-962-7573 
E-mail:  QuakerLife@fum.org 
Website:  www.fiim.org 

Pendle  Hill  Pamphlets 

are  timely  essays  on  many  facets 
of  Quaker  life,  thought  and 
spirituality,  readable  at  one 
sitting.  Subscribe  to  receive  six 
pamphlets/year  for  $25  (US). 
Also  available:  every 

pamphlet  published  previously  by  Pendle 
Hill,  including  recent  pamphlets  by 
Warren  Ostrom,  Marge  Abbott,  Robert 
Griswold  and  Steve  Smith.  800-742-3150 
ext.  2 or  bookstore@pendlehill.org. 

FRIENDS  JOURNAL  is  more  than  a 
magazine  — it’s  a ministry  of  the  written 
word.  Friends  worldwide 
find  community  in  each 
issue  full  of  award- 
winning articles,  opinions, 
poetry,  news,  and  art.  Call 
us  toll-free  at  800-471- 
6863  and  mention  offer 
code  FB2008  to  receive  12  monthly  issues 
for  $35,  saving  42%  off  the  cover  price! 
FRIENDS  JOURNAL,  1216  Arch  St., 

2 A,  Philadelphia,  PA  19107.  Visit  us  on 
the  web  at  www.friendsjournal.org. 

Vintage  Books.  Rare  and  out-of-print 
Quaker  journals,  history,  religion.  Vintage 
Books,  181  Hayden  Rowe  St,  Hopkinton, 
MA  01748.  E-mail:  vintage@gis.net. 
www.vintagequakerbooks.com. 


Shaggy  Locks  8c  Birkenstocks.  Re- 
vealing reports  on  key  chapters  in  liberal 
Quaker  history  and  theology.  $11.95 
The  Harlot’s  Bible.  Startling  case  stud- 
ies of  Friends  old  and  new:  Penn,  Nixon, 
Bill  Kreidler,  Elizabeth  Gray  Vining, 
more.  $14.95.  Why  God  Is  Like  A Wet 
Bar  of  Soap.  Quaker  history  and  convic- 
tions illuminated  through  short  fiction 
about  war,  peace,  love,  conflict  and  dis- 
covery. $15.95.  By  Chuck  Fager.  Ask  your 
bookseller,  or  write:  Kimo  Press,  Box  1344, 
Fayetteville  NC  28302. 
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Schools,  Retreat  Centers, 
Camps,  and  Retirement  Homes 

Ben  Lomond  Quaker  Center:  Personal 
retreats,  family  reunions,  weddings,  retreats,  and 
our  own  schedule  of  Quaker  programs.  Among 
the  redwoods,  near  Santa  Cruz,  CA.  831-336- 
8333.  www.quakercenter.org. 

**** 

William  Penn  House,  a Quaker  Cen- 
ter on  Capitol  Hill  in  Washington,  DC 
offering  hospitality,  seminars  on  peace,  social 
justice,  and  dialogue  among  faiths  on  AIDS 
and  related  issues.  Washington  Quaker 
Workcamps  provides  Quaker  service  learn- 
ing. We  seek  interns  for  all  of  our  programs. 
www.williampennhouse.org  202-543-5560. 

Wellsprings  Friends  School: 
alternative,  accredited  high  school  grades  9- 
12,  non-residential.  “A  climate  of  affirmation” 
rooted  in  the  Quaker  spirit  of  community, 
nonviolence  & honoring  the  Light  in  every 
person.  3590  W 18th  Avenue,  Eugene,  OR 
97402.  For  more  information,  visit 
www.wellspringsfriends.org,  or  call  541-686- 
1223. 

Friends  House  Continuing 
Care  Retirement  Community 
A great  place  to  grow  old 
Friends  House  is  a Quaker-sponsored 
nonprofit  retirement  community  located 
north  of  San  Francisco  in  beautiful  north- 
ern California.  Assisted  living,  skilled  nurs- 
ing, and  garden  apartments  for  independent 
living  are  all  situated  on  a seven-acre  level 
campus.  Residents  may  participate  in  gov- 
ernance, educational  programs,  entertain- 
ment and  hospitality  activities  along  with 
free  use  of  a well-maintained  private  library 
of  5500  cataloged  volumes.  Residents  en- 
joy an  abundance  of  edible  landscaping  and 
exercising  in  the  on-site  fitness  center.  684 
Benicia  Drive,  Santa  Rosa,  CA  95409  707- 
538-0152  www.friendshouse.org.  RCFE 
#496801929  / SNF  #010000123  / COA 
#220. 

Services 

Friends  planning  to  move  can  request 

ASSISTANCE  FROM  DAVID  BROWN,  A 
Quaker  Realtor.  David  will  refer  you  to  a 
real  estate  professional  to  assist  you  with  buy- 
ing and/or  selling  a house  anywhere  in  the  USA. 

Email:  Davidhbrown@mindspring.com. 

**** 

Quaker  Commercial  Realtor 

specializing  in  income  property  sales  and  1031 
replacements  nationally.  Call  Allen 
Stockbridge,  JD,  CCIM  at  877-658-3666. 


Tours  and  Opportunities 

Considera  Costa  Rica  Study  Tour. 

Visit  the  Quaker  community  of  Monteverde. 
See  the  cloud  forest  and  two  oceans.  Custom 
tours  available.  Write  Sarah  Stuckey,  Apdo 
46-5655,  Monteverde, Costa  Rica.  Phone/ 
FAX:  011-506-645-7090  or  937-728-9887  or 
Email:crstudy@racsa.co.cr  Website: 
www.crstudytours.com. 

Friends  Music  Camp — summer  pro- 
gram for  ages  10-18,  held  at  Olney 
Friends  School,  Barnesville,  Ohio.  Parent 
comment:  “A  profound,  life-changing  ex- 
perience.” Camper  comment:  “Awesome!” 
www.friendsmusiccamp.org.  Phone:  937- 
767-1311.  musicfmc@yahoo.com. 

a THE  WOOLMAN  I 
g|  SEMESTER 

'Friends  high  school  intensive 
•Interdependent  studies  of 
peace,  justice  & sustainability 
•Project-based  learning 
•Living  in  Quaker  community 
•Extensive  service-learning  trips 

Call  530-273-3183  to  find  out  more. 

www.woolman.org 


Quaker  House,  Managua,  Nicaragua. 
Simple  hospitality,  dorms,  shared  kitchen 
or  catering,  meeting  space,  internet,  laun- 
dry, library — individuals  or  groups. 
mailto:manaPua@pronica.org,  www.pronica.org, 
011-505-266-3216. 


Santa  Fe  Friends  Meeting  anticipates  an 
opening  for  Resident  Friend(s)  to  live  in 
garden  cottage  in  historic  Canyon  Road  dis- 
trict and  join  in  meeting  fellowship.  Free 
rooms  and  utilities  in  exchange  for  about  15 
hours  per  week  scheduling  use  of  guest  apart- 
ment and  care  of  meetinghouse.  Starting  date 
tobe  determined,  but  probably  early  fall  2008. 
Letters  of  interest  to:  sfresident@desertgate.com. 
For  current  information  about  the  possible 
opening,  the  meeting,  and  resident’s  duties: 

http://santa-fe.quaker.org. 

**** 

Teen  Service-Learning  Trips  to  El  Sal- 
vador July  5-13;  July  12-20;  Julyl9-27.  Spon- 
sored by  Palo  Alto  Friends  Meeting,  teens 
aged  13-18  will  join  in  work  projects,  learn 
Spanish,  and  meet  with  youth  and  commu- 
nity leaders.  We  will  visit  rural  communities  and 
learn  about  the  civilwar  by  listening  to  personal 
experiences.  For  information/registration, 
see  http:/  www.pafmelsalvadorprojects.org/ 


A Quaker  summer  camp 
for  boys  and  girls  ages 
9-14  in  the  Sierra 
Nevada  Foothills 

Visit  us  on 
the  web  at 

woolman.org/ 
camp 


Redwood  Forest  Friends  Meeting 
seeks  Resident  Friend(s)  starting 
summer  or  early  autumn  of  2008.  Private 
living  quarters  provided.  Located  60  miles 
north  of  San  Francisco,  CA,  and  25  miles 
from  Pacific  Ocean.  Write  to:  Resident  Friend 
liaison,  Post  Office  Box  1831,  Santa  Rosa,  CA 
95402;  or  email  avboone@sonic.net  and 
pwh@sonic.net. 

**** 


Join  the  Fellowship  of  Quakers  in 
THE  Arts  ($25/year),  and  share  your  work 
with  Friends  in  our  exciting  quarterly,  Types 
& Shadows.  Seeking  short  fiction  & non- 
fiction, poetry,  drawings,  B&W  photos,  and 
news  of  Quaker  art.  Help  create  a new 
chapter  in  Quaker  history!  More  info:  FQA, 
1515  Cherry  St,  Philadelphia,  PA  19102. 
Email  submissions  OK.  fqa@quaker.org 

www.quaker.org/fqa. 

**** 


Consider  the  Arizona  Friends 
Community  for  your  next,  or  your 

SECOND,  HOME.  360  degree  mountain 
views,  4,000  ft  elevation,  often  near-per- 
fect weather,  among  good  friends.  Write 
Roy  Joe  and  Ruth  Stuckey,  6567  N San  Luis 
Obispo  Drive,  Douglas,  AZ  85607. 

Website:  arizonafriends.com. 

**** 


Self  managed  27  unit  housing  co-op- 
erative on  2 acres  near  downtown  Santa 
Rosa,  CA,  seeking  members.  Information  and 

brochure:  707-575-8946. 

**** 

Friends  Western  School  requests 

LETTERS  OF  INTEREST  FROM  PROSPEC- 
TIVE CANDIDATES  FOR  HEAD  OF 
SCHOOL  beginning  September  2008.  FWS 
is  a fledgling  Quaker  school  (K-6)  under 
the  care  of  and  using  the  premises  of  Or- 
ange Grove  Monthly  Meeting  of  the  Reli- 
gious Society  of  Friends  located  in  Pasadena, 
CA.  For  more  information  about  the  school, 
please  see  www.friendswesternschool.org. 
Letters  of  interest  should  be  addressed  to 
Gary  A.  Wolff,  Clerk,  Head  of  School 
Search  Committee,  1020  El  Sur  Ave, 
Arcadia,  CA  91006-4529. 


June  20~ August  2,  2008 


Relax,  work,  and  worship  in  community,* 

Take  Arts  and/or  Quakerism  classes  from  our 
resident  faculty; 

Choose  all  you  want  from  a menu  of  five-day  retreats 
and  weekend  workshops; 

Do  early  morning  yoga; 

Eat  nutritious  organic  food; 

Join  in  daily  Meeting  for  Worship; 

Take  time  for  personal  discernment— Where  are  you  called 
to  be  next? 
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Pendle  Hill 


For  more  information,  contact 


admissions@pendlehill.org 
or  call  ext.  3 at 

800.742.3150  or  610.566.4507 


A QUAKER  CENTER  FOR  STUDY  AND  CONTEMPLATION 

338  Plush  Mill  Road  * Wallingford,  PA  19086 
www.pendlehill.org 


July  20-24 

An  Intensive  Journal®  Workshop 

Vic  Kryston 

July  25-27 

The  Courage  to  lead 

(a  retreat  developed  with  Parker  Palmer) 

Judy  Sorum  Brown 


June  22-26 

Peace  in  Oneself,  Peace  in  the  World 
A Mindfulness  Course  for  Educators 


Beyond  Diversity  101:  Training  for  Trainers 


Sam 

a 
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